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Internal Conflict of Modern Man in
Mohan Rakesh's plays

Prof. Dr. Deepmala M. Patode*

In the history of Indian Drama, the name of Mohan Rakesh is taken prominently among the playwrights
who created a distinct identity by associating their plays with Hindi theatre. One day of Ashadh, Lahron
Ke Rajhans and Half-Way House, these are his three plays. Through the contexts and characters of
history, Mohan Rakesh has portrayed modern Manania. To express the reality, Mohan Rakesh has
resorted to history. One day of Ashadh is his historical play. Mahakavi Kalidas is the main character
of the play. The playwright has presented contemporary problems through Kalidas. The love story
of Mallika and Kalidas is the plot of this play. Mallika is not only dear to him but also an inspiration
for writing poetry. Mohan Rakesh has portrayed the disintegration of the family through his plays.
Kalidas becomes a victim of physical comfort and opinion and is not happy even after marrying
Priyangumanijari. Kalidas has accepted Priyangumanjari physically but he could not love her. Mallika
is neglected by Kalidas who pursues Priysangumanijari for wealth and power. But when disillusioned
with power and wealth, then the same Kalidas wants to adopt Mallika by neglecting Priyangumanjari.
Mohan Rakesh has painted a portrait of the double faced personality of Kalidas. Today’s man is also
becoming double-faced and personalityless in the interweaving of money and love.

Mallika cherishes the love of Kalidas in spite of being neglected. Even after marriage with
Vilom and becoming the mother of his child, she does not get attached to Vilom. Though they are
husband and wife, they fail to establish bond of love. Mallika could not accept him as her lover.
That’s why Vilom is completely broken even after getting Mallika. Kalidas is also going through the
same situation, he and Priyangumanijari could not develop bond of love even after getting married.
Kalidas is physically attached to Priyangumaijri but he is in love with Mallika. Finding himself alone,
Kalidas comes to Mallika to marry her, as he says-

Kalidas- Life is still left. We can start over.
The baby starts crying.

Kalidas- Mallika!

Mallika looks at him.

Kalidas- who is crying?

Mallika- This is my present.

This one sentence says it all. Baby has come and there is no chance left for their union. He
sees Mallika married. Kalidas, a victim of male ego, does not accept Mallika. Kalidas, who loves
Mallika from his heart, does not accept Mallika who is now a married woman. Through this play, the
dramatist has expressed the irony and mental introspection of the present deficient self. Realizing
his emotional inadequacies, Kalidas thinks that if not today then tomorrow he will be able to control
the situation. Kalidas says in the play that | assure myself that if not today then tomorrow | will be
able to control the situation and | will divide myself equally in both. But | myself kept on being made
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2  Prof. Dr. Deepmala M. Patode

and run by the circumstances. The tomorrow that | was waiting for never came and | gradually broke
down and found one day that | was completely broken.

Through the play Lahron Ke Rajhans, the playwright has expressed the difference between
spiritual and material happiness. The main story of this play is the depiction of the modern man
facing the intense internal conflict between male and female, conflicting thoughts, life values and
situations. Nanda is obsessed with his wife Sundari. He loves his wife. Sundari welcomes the
indulgent and materialistic life. She wants to dominate the whole personality of Nanda. But Nanda
is also influenced by the ideas of the Buddha. Due to the influence of Buddhist philosophy, Nand
cannot live a luxurious life with Sundari. In this drama, through Nand, an attempt has been made
to express the trepidation of the contemporary man that he is eager to adopt sensualism and to get
rid of it. Due to becoming a victim of materialism, man is losing his reality and is living by wearing
a mask as per the circumstances. In this play, Nanda goes to Buddha and longs to meet Sundari
and when he goes to Sundari, he is worried about Buddha’s thoughts. Modern man has become a
victim of internal conflict. Through Nand, the author has done the intersection of physical pleasures
and Spiritualism. Mandapaas in the play (old pass the mind was for here. Now it is in front of you
the mind is elsewhere. Because one feels incomplete because you or no one can accept my reality.
Because in this form or in that form | still can’t live falsely to myself because | am there and there is
none of these as you all want to believe | am.

Sundari considers the place of physical happiness paramount. That's why the day Yashodhara
is taking Diksha, On the same day Sundri organizes a sexual festival in Rajprasad, She tries to defeat
spiritual pleasures. Nand & Sundari, despite being husband and wife, does not understand each other’s
feelings and spiritually separates from each other. Nand breaks down due to the double mindedness,
while Sundari breaks down in her unsuccessful attempt to defeat the spiritualist Jivan darshan. Thus, this
play expresses the inconsistencies, incompleteness of the materialistic superlative rule and loneliness.

Mohan Rakesh has expressed the problems of contemporary life through the medium of history in
these plays, Ashad Ka Ek Din and Laharon Ke Rajhans. His third play Halfway House is a document of the
pain of social, cultural, political family breakdown in the Half incomplete contemporary times. Savitri and
Mahendra are suffering badly for a long time. Mahendra was the owner of a factory, but after it is closed,
he becomes dependent on his wife. Akind of mental tension, dissatisfaction, and unsatisfied hatred builds
up between Savitri and Mahendra. The relationship between both of them has been completely broken
due to the daily quarrel. Mahendra’s going out of the house after and coming back after a day or two
and Savitri's materialistic approach and the experience of many men in search for the perfect man etc.
many such incidents succeed in breaking the relation between two. Both Mahindra and his companion
Savitri are cut off from each other. It has a bad consequence on their lonely children. Savitri breaks
her relations to other family members and eventually the bond breaks. Vitro, the elder girl, has married
Manoj but Manoj and Binni’'s married life has become a victim of the same conflicts and suffocation.
Ashok and the girl Kinni also could not make a relationship with any member of the house. Ashok’s life
is full of despair and at an early age used to talk about sex. Every member of Savitri’s house is separate
from each other though living in the same house. Savitri comes in contact with many men in search of a
perfect man. But at the end she realizes that all men are the same they are incomplete. As she grunts-

Everyone one of you... all alike! Exactly the same. Different masks.
But the face...the same wretched face. ( Mohan 2013 225)

It is the ego of both of them which is responsible to create a rift in the family relations of
Mahendra and Savitri. Savitri is a victim of excessiveness and insatiable mentality. That's why she
would not be satisfied if she married anyone other than Mahendra. Because the purpose of her
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life was to get the happiness of the whole world. Mohan Rakesh has expressed the inner struggle
of Savitri. She would not have married anyone other than Mahendra because the purpose of her
life was to have the wealth of the whole world at her feet. Juneja expressed- “You might marry any
person, you have married the wrong man.”

Through this play, Mohan Rakesh has expressed the modern broken family relationship. Savitri’'s
insatiable mindset has a bad effect on every member of the family. Savitri is also the reason for the mental
tension in the married life of Binni and Manoj. Excessive ambition gives birth to anxiety, incompleteness
in the whole family. Mohan Rakesh through this drama threw light on the fact that completeness is a
myth, which can never be achieved. In order to enjoy life one has to accept this halfness or emptiness. In
order to be peaceful one has to learn to share, to care. Sympathise and perform with honesty and hope.

Mohan Rakesh’s play ‘The land under the feet’ was unfinished play. It was completed by his
best friend Kamleshwar. The questions related to the existence of man have been raised in this play.
When the problem arises, then one becomes aware of its existence. That's why the playwright has
raised the danger of death when the characters of the play appear later. Seeing death in front, all
the characters take off the mool mounted on their faces. After the water recedes, they regain the
same state of mind as before. Ayub, the character of the play, is disappointed with his wife Salma.
He loves life and seeks fulfillment in personal life. He is looking for such a soul who will support him
in every situation. On the other hand, Salma has neither love for life nor fear of death, for her both
life and death are equal. The Ayub portrayed in the play wants to maintain his independence and
existence. In this play, Mohan Rakesh has expressed the disintegration of values, hollowness of
existence and relationships, fear, pain in a unique way.

Thus, Mohan Rakesh has given expression to the internal conflicts and mental anguish
experienced by modern man through his plays. His characters, despite being historical, express
the problems of contemporary life. Power, wealth, wealth, materialism, indulgence, personal ego,
unsatisfied desires, by getting all these, man is living his life. The condition of today’s man is exactly the
same as in Mohan Rakesh plays, the person who runs for power, money and fulfillment of unsatisfied
desires, finally breaks down. The life of today’s man is not the best. That’'s why he is adopting all
those wrong ideas to fulfill his desires which support immoral values, materialistic, occultism. The
problems of today’s man are truly depicted in the plays of Mohan Rakesh.
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Dharwad Industrial Growth Centre:
Process of Development of Karnataka

Dr. G.B. Murgod*

INTRODUCTION

Karnataka has been spearheading the growth of Indian Industry, In order to increase the share
of manufacturing in the overall GDP of the country for ensuring systematic and planned urbanisation.
Bengaluru(Bangalore) —-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (BMIC)is envisioned to facilitate development
of well planed and resource—efficient industrial base in the states of Karnataka and Maharashtra.
Perspective plan for the overall corridor has been prepared and DHARWAD (Karnataka) and SATARA
(Maharashtra) have been identified as the priority nodes. Dharwad Industrial centre has been envisaged
to be developer for achieving an regional industry agglomeration in the state of Karnataka. The
industrial Growth Centre spreads across an area of 6000 acres proximately to HUBBALLI -DHARWAD
TWIN CITY. The centre is well connected by RAILWAY and Roads(NH/Asian Highway 48&67) which
connects the metrocities MUMBAI, BANGALURU and GOA along with other cities.

Proposed Dharwad — Belagavi Rail —Line is adjacent to the centre. Hubballi Airport is at a
distance of 30 Kms, while nearest sea-port are at KARWAR (170Kms ) and Goa (180 Kms ). The
proposed industrial development at DHARWAD will augment the existing industrial development and
create an investment destination for various categories of industries through provision of large-scale
regional trunk infrastructure at Dharwad. particularly in terms of high-technology industries in the
areas of Electrical and Electronics, Information & Communication Technology (ICT),Bio technology
and more recently, NANO-TECHNOLOGY. The Industrial structure of Karnataka presents a blend
of modern high —tech capital goods industries on the other. Trends in industrial pro- industrial
production can be analysed by considering the changes in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
Towards calculating the index, the weights of different sectors and sub —sectors are assigned based
on their contribution to Gross Value Added (GVA) of industry in the base year. The manufacturing
sector has the highest weight of about 81.1% followed by electricity sector and the mining sector
(6.9%) 1P of 2019-20 stood 203.45 General Index

Industrialize or Parries the words of Sir M Vishwesharaiyya(Divan of Mysore ). Industries play an
important role in a economy The key to our success in employment lies in the success of manufacturing
in the small scale sector that is Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) amended Act
MSME classified on the basis of investment and turnover. The overall organized industrial sector
of Karnataka has registered 1.20% growth in 2019-20 as compared to 2 018-19 within organised
sector Mining sector shows the highest growth of 4.35% followed by Manufacturing sector 2.58% and
Electricity sector registered negative growth of 9.24% Industrialization..Industrialization is a process
of economic development where an increasing proportion of home resources mobilized to establish
a technologically up to data and diversified economic structure. This economy is characterized by
dynamical processing industry producing means of production and consumer goods suitable for
making the fast development of the total national economy. Industrialization accelerates economic
development through structural transformation.

*Head, Dept of Economics, Vidhya Prasarak Samiti’'s, C S Bemalagi Arts, SMRP Science & G L R Commerce College,
RAMDURG 591123 (Belgaum Dist), Karnatak State, E-mail: drgbmurgod@gmail.com
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Economic development implies significant changes in the sect oral composition of income
and employment. And by definition industrialization involves fundamental changes in the structure
of an economy both in terms of output and occupational pattern of work force. As a first step
Industrialization initiates shift away from the land based agriculture and allied activities to the man
and machine based secondary and tertiary economic activities. Such a shift, which moves workforce
from the relatively low productivity economic activities to the relatively high productivity economic
activities, accelerates economic development. Industrial development, which is the major cause of
economic development, gets concentrated in some regions and economic development, which is
led by industrialization, takes place in the surrounding regions. Before independence the pattern of
industrial development in India was marked by a heavy concentration of industries in a few regions.
Even after independence, when industrialization was accepted as a means of economic development,
industrial investment started to flow towards the existing cities with industrial infrastructure while
backward regions of the country continued to lie behind. Industries continued to be concentrated in
and around the developed regions by concentrating capital, employment and income. Development
of industries in the backward regions is accepted as a means to reduce regional disparities as it is
dynamic, flexible and has better potentiality for generating employment directly and indirectly through
their backward and forward linkages with other sectors of the economy. Industrial development
would create an impact on income levels and pull the region out of its backwardness and promote
regionally balanced development. Decentralization of industries is necessary for balanced regional
development in a country with several backward areas. Some of them have rich mineral potential
or rich forest resources to augment the per capital income of the people.

The tendency to set up industries in developed areas is encouraging exodus of rural population
resulting in concentration of urban growth and environmental pollution, which needs to be dissipated for
creation of new urban centres in under developed areas with a view to achieving better socio economic
growth. It is an effort in which the under developed country place a major hope of finding a solution to
their problems of poverty, insecurity and over population and ending their newly realized backwardness
in the modern world. Four decades of post Independence industrialization has changed the structure
and growth pattern of the economy by creating new growth centres and enabling new entrepreneurs
to emerge. Both public and private sectors have explained considerably and a comfortable heavy and
basic industry base has been created along with the expansion of small scale sector. In the meanwhile,
small-scale industries relying on some modern or semi Modern machines also appeared in the cities
and also in small and medium towns where the artisan castes began to shift to small-scale industry.
Mechanics, workshops, manufacture of metal, agricultural tools and electrical appliances, etc.

DEFINITION OF SMALL SCALE AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES (MSME)

A significant feature of the Indian economy since Independence is the rapid growth of the
small industry sector. In the Industrial Policy Resolutions of 1948, 1956 1977,1980, and in post
LPG period also the small sector was given special role for creating additional employment with,
low capital investment. A new thrust was given in favour of small units by giving special name as
Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) MSME in the Industrial Policy Even In, 1991 after
LPG the government grouped small-scale industrial undertakings and MSME ( 2 oct 2006 Act, come
in to force)into two categories those using power but employing less than 50 persons. All small-
scale enterprises, however, had capital investment of less than Rs. 5crores. and not more than
20 crores. The criterion, namely, the character of organization and management, also cannot be
considered a sound basis of classification. Apparently, the standing feature of small scale enterprises
(MSME) seems to be the personal character of its organization and management in contrast with the
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predominantly impersonal organization and management of large corporations. In small enterprises
management is predominantly proprietary with individual ownership or partnership. But the ownership
and management may also be identical in some of the large-scale industries. The criterion, therefore,
becomes vague and inappropriate.

In 2006, the small scale enterprises /IMSME were defined as undertakings with a fixed capital
investment of less than Rs. 1 crores. and ancillaries with a fixed capital investment of Rs. 10 crores..
Investment will imply investment in fixed assets in plant and machinery, whether held in ownership
term or by lease or by hire purchase. In 2006 this limit was revised to Rs. 1 crores MSME ( small-
scale enterprises) and Rs. 20 crores. in case of ancillaries. Subsequently, under the Industrial Policy
Statement of 1980 and MSME act 0f2006, this limit was further raised to Rs. 20 crores in case of
small unit and Rs. 5 crores in case of ancillary units. Simultaneously, in the case of tiny units, the limit
of investment has been raised from Rs. 1 crores to Rs. 2 crores. In March 2006, the Government
has again revised the investment limit of small scale units/ MSME 1 crore to Rs. 25 crore.

NEED FOR THE STUDY

Some of the important empirical studies conducted with special reference to the small scale
industries and Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) MSME in various areas have been
reviewed. However, there have been contradictory results that emerged from these studies. For
instance some of those studies and in favour of the financial and marketing support given by the
government, while some other are against on the other hands certain studies conclude that MSME
sector is efficient whereas certain other studies opine that the MSME (SSI) sector is efficient. This
section documents the statement of the problem chosen for the present study and lists the main
objectives. Hypothesis and key concepts used. Further, it also presents information about methods
of data collection and small scale industrial setting in DHARWAD district. With special reference to
Dharwad Growth Centre which is coming under ( District Industrial Canter DIC ).

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The condition of industries and MSME is not so well particularly, one out of every six units is
found to be unhealthy or sick. Chronic shortage of power, raw material costraights working capital
hassles owing to inconsistent bank leading, management failures and other problems have been
experienced by small scale units and Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) MSME. In spite
of provision of several incentives and concessions by the government for promotion of SSI/MSME
the growth of industrial units Dharwad district is not so satisfactory, and the district is considered as
industrially backward. According to Government of Karnataka Industrial policy 2000-26(Policy towards
Tourism which creates interest among the investors in industry and resource based activities). So
for no systematic study has been done on the problems of MSME (SSI) in the district. Nature of the
problems faced by different categories of SSls will logically be different from each other. The various
problems of the SSlIs need to be identified and critically analyzed before actually suggesting any
measures to develop this MSME (SSls). Thus a systematic study to find out the particular problems
encountered by different categories of unit is needed. This kind of study will help the government to
provide incentives and concessions, because, based on the nature and extent of problems faced
by the SSls, the nature and extent of incentives and concessions offered by the Government should
very with such an approach only, the balances regional industrial development could be achieved.
With this background in mind, the researcher undertook the following investigation, “problems and
prospects of small scale industries. A case study of Dharwad district, Karnataka State.
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SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The following are guidelines for the scope of research.

The scope of the study is limited to Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) MSME(
small scale units), where the investment in plant and machinery Rs. 5 crore. to Rs. 10 crore. In other
words, the study does not cover the tiny and ancillary units under MSME. The study considers only
registered MSME( small scale units) Dharwad Growth centres of BELUR INDUSTRIAL AREA and
GOKUL INDUSTRIAL ESTATES MSME units with DIC unregistered units part of this study. The
study also attempts to examine the entrepreneur’s engaged in the manufacturing and servicing of
six product groups to facilitate an in-depth study. One of the important coverage is SEZ & EOIU of
the present study is that it covers Dharwad Industrial area.

OBJECTIVES

* To examine shifts in India’s small industry polices and their impact on the growth of small
scale industry and Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector.

To study different sources of finance of MSME

To analyses the impact of interest rates and subsidy of MSME

To analyse production and profit of MSME/small scale industrial unit.

To study price determination practices and to analyses marketing problems of MSME

To study the impact of act of MSME

To analyse the financial burden of MSME

METHODOLOGY KEY CONCEPTS

In this study- certain key concepts have been used for the purpose of collection and analysis
of data such as small scale, tiny and ancillary industries and MSME. It is used to classify industrial
units on the basis of the investment in terms of their capital. Thus on this basis, the following types
are arrived at.

Industrial undertakings having investment in fixed assets in plant and machinery, not
exceedingRs.5crores is considered as tiny industries. Industries with an investment not exceeding Rs.
10 crores and Rs. 20 crores respectively are considered as small scale industries and ancillary industries.
This definition is based on the norms adopted by the government of India for classifying MSME.

TOOLS OF ANALYSIS

To explain both primary and secondary data to interpret the simple statistical tools such as

Percentage method, ratios, growth rate are employed in the study. The necessary charts are
also used to make the data easily understandable and in order to test the verified hypothesis was
used for the visual representation.

FINANCIAL AND PRODUCTION RELATED PROBLEMS OF SSI UNITS

This is based on the primary data collected The first section attempts to present the production
line, type of units, organizational structure, investment in plant and machinery, nature of acquisition,
source of finance, cost of loan finance, source of term loans, subsidy of units, subsidy amount
financial incentives and financial problems like time gap between sanction and receipts of loan, hire
purchase of machinery, delay in obtaining incentives, problems in obtaining loan finance, source of
working capital and problems of working capital.
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The second section records SSI units and MSME information pertaining to the industry established.
Here an attempt has been made to examine the nature of production, value of production, reasons for
decrease in production, source of raw material, raw material purchasing channels, difficulties in obtaining
the raw material, total value of required and actual quantity of raw material purchasing channels, difficulties
in obtaining the raw material, total value of required and actual quantity of raw material, source of power,
regular shortage of power, inadequate supply of power, capacity utilization, reasons for loss of units,
reasons for under utilization of capacity and overcoming measures of under utilization of capacity, et

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNITS

Totally 125 units have been established throughout the district at the time of the study period.
The units selected for study are broadly divided into six categories according to the types of goods
they are manufacturing. This categorization is adopted from the classification of khadi and village
industries commission. Hence, in accordance with the above mentioned categorization it has classified
the industries and analysed. This classification is shown in the Table No. 1.

Table No. 1: Product-wise Classification of Units

Product Number of Units Percentage

Food Product 42 33.60
Mineral Product 29 23.20
General Engineering 30 24.00
Stone Crushing Product 1 8.8
Wood and Wooden Product 16 12.8
Printing 7 5.6

Source Field Survey

The table No. 1 shows the product wise classification of units. Out of the total 125 MSME (
SSI) units in Dharwad district 42 (33.60 per cent) were engaged in food products, whereas mineral
products with 29 units (i.e., 23.20per cent) are the second largest group among the total number of
units, followed by General Engineering 30 units (i.e., 24.00 per cent), Wood and Wooden Product
16units (i.e., 12.8 per cent) Printing 7 units (i.e.,5.6 per cent) and stone crushing 1 units (i.e., 8.8
per cent).lt is interesting to note that the district is agriculturally dominant and inputs are available
adequately for food product industries. Therefore, the food products industries dominate over the
other industries. The second major industries are the mineral products, as there is sufficient supply
of mineral areas. Table No. 2 indicates that Product-wise classification of units.

Table No. 2: Product-wise Classification of Units

Type of the Unit Units Manufacturing Service Total

Food Product 42 14 33.33
Mineral Product 29 16 55.17
General Engineering 30 5 16.66
Stone Crushing Product 1 - -
Printing 7 2 28.57
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Table No. 2 indicates that as many as 42units (60.82 per cent) are functioning as Manufacturing
units and only 14(33.33 per cent) are functioning as service among total units of the study. According
to product categories food products units are functioning as manufacturing units that account for
29(45.76 per cent) 16(55.17 per cent), functioning serviceunitamong39mineralproducts,30units(16.
66percent)arefunctioning as manufacturing and 14 units (36.84 per cent) are functioning as service
units. In the case of General Engineering units 5 units functioning as manufacturing While in stone
crushing unit 1 In the case of remaining two categories of wood products and printing products, all
the units are as manufacturing units which account for 7 (28.57 per cent) respectively. It is clear
from the above table that manufacturing units dominate over the service units.

SOURCE OF FINANCE

Finance is one of the most important and significant pre requisites to establish an industry.

Finance is the lubricant in the process of production and in turn economic development.
An Entrepreneur can raise finance from various sources. The small scale industry and MSME is
considered as one of the priority sectors for the purpose of lending. Bank gives loans for acquiring
machinery, Equipment and construction of factory as well as required working capital for the SSI
units. This Credit becomes a pervasive force in today’s modern industrial economy.

Further relatives, friends, money lenders and private financial agencies are called non-institutional
sources of finance. There is also the source of finance for many MSME (SSI) units. Therefore,
Entrepreneurs are expected to depend on various institutional and non-institutional source of Finance
either for establishment or for expansion and modernization. Hence, an attempt has been made to cast
light on the investment in plant and machinery, various source of finance, term-loan and their problems
at the time of getting loans from their source problem of working capital etc., are all investigated.

CLASSIFICATION OF UNITS

As close observation of the table No. 2shows that among 42 food products units, the investment
by as many as 14 units, in plant and machinery invested between 5 lakh to 10 lakh whereas that of
29 are between Rs. 10 crores to 15 crores Each of remaining two units invested Rs. 15 crores to
20 crores and 20 crores o 25 crores respectively. And above 25 crores all units, similarly majority
of the food products units 30 invested anywhere between Rs. 5 crores to Rs. 10 crores in plant and
machinery. Among rest of the units mineral, General Engineering, Stone Crushing, Wood and Wooden
and Printing is none. Rs. 10 crores to 15 crores the investment of Food Product, General Engineering
and Wood and Wooden Product is between 10 crores to 15 crores Food product 14, Mineral Product
16, General Engineering 5 and, whereas 20 crores to 25 crores only few product are Food Product
14 and General Engineering 5 invested. Table No. 2 reveals that majority of firms in all the categories
owned units rather than purchased and hired. Nearly 16 mineral product units and 20 units and food
product units following general engineering products 5 and followed least the stone crushing unit 1,
of acquisition of the units. Table No 3,indicates Sources of Finance for Plant and Machinery.

Table No -3: Sources of Finance for Plant and Machinery

Sources of Finance | Banks KSFC Term Private fi- Private Own Funds
Lending nance money
Institutions | Corporations | Lenders
Food Product 8(19.50) 11(26.80) - 1(2.40) - 21(51.2)
Mineral Product 13(33.30) | 19(48.70) - 7 (17.90) - -
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Sources of Finance | Banks KSFC Term Private fi- Private Own Funds
Lending nance money
Institutions | Corporations | Lenders

General Engineering 4(44.40) 4 (44.40) 1(11.10) - - -

Stone Crushing 1(100.00) - - - - -
Product

Wood and Wooden - - - 1 (25.00) 1 (25.00) 2(50.00)
Product

Printing 1(33.30) - - - 2(66.70)

Source: Field Survey

Figures in Table No 3 indicate percentages to total When the SSI and MSME units were asked
as to whether they availed subsidy on the loan, the response of majority of units was positive. All the
units of mineral products, general engineering, stone crushing and printing borrowed government
subsidy on the loans. Whereas in the case of mineral products units and general engineering units
only (65.00 per cent) and 15.00 per cent obtained subsidy on the finance availed while the remaining
did not. Subsidy given agencies 24 three different agencies have given subsidy on finance to the
SSI units. Figures in parentheses indicate percentages to total A perusal of table indicates that for a
maijority of the units under different categories, the subsidy comes from the KSFC. The second and third
maijor sources of subsidy were other financing institutions 18.42 per cent and Commercial Bank 7.89
percent. In the case of food product units other financial institutions (17.95 per cent) and Commercial
Bank are the subsidy giving agencies with 2.56 per cent in mineral product units, commercial bank
44 .44 per cent and other financial institutions (11.12 per cent) in general and printing units.

After analyzing the share of different agencies in the subsidy availment by the SSI units and
MSME. Attempts to further classify the SSI /MSME units based on the amount/extent of subsidy
(as percentage of finance) in general, the extent of subsidy was more than 9 percentage loan
financed in most of the firms across categories of units. The table 5.10 shows 36.60 percentage
with regard to products of the following 30.80 per cent Mineral Products. 5-9 percentag subsidy
loans. The general engineering unit is 44.4 percent; the next follows wood and wooden products
and printing product unit, availing the subsidy loans. Only stone crushing units are not availing any
subsidy loans. And above 20 per cent subsidy loans is food product and mineral product units having
availed the subsidy loan. None of the units have above 20 percent of subsidy of loans. Following
future aspects of SSI units as accepted by 13 (31.70 per cent) of food products, 26 (66.70 per cent)
mineral products, 5 units (55.60 per cent) general engineering units (75.00 per cent) wood and
wooden product 2 units (66.90 per cent) printing units, followed by incentives scheme has opined
by 13 (31.70 per cent) food product units, 12 (30.80 per cent) mineral product units, 3 (33.30 per
cent) general engineering products, 1 (25.00 per cent) wood and wooden products good demand
for the products next important factors favourable for good prospects in future for the SSI units as
respondent by 2 units (4.90 per cent), food products, 1 units (4.10 per cent) none from other product
units. These for all the categories of units in the study area good demand for more important from
the point of view, of the future prospects of the SSI units.

Unfavourable Steps of Government Towards SSI/MSME Units

Everything is not well in connection with SSI/MSME unit’'s development because government
has taken several incentives to promote SSI units in a big way. But all these incentives like, financing
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marketing product reservation purchasing etc., are not favourable to SSI/MSME units. So SSI/MSME
units have no positive attitude about these incentives. Therefore, researcher has made an attempt to
find out what are the unfavourable steps taken by govt. towards SSI units during the survey period.
Table No. 3 presents the unfavourable steps of government toward, SSI units during the study period.
Table 3 brings clearly the steps taken by government that are unfavourable to SSI development. They
are high rate of interest in the government agencies at the time of starting the unit rigid regulation on
loan officials information’s, problems collection of subsidy on purchase of raw materials by units higher
sales of taxation on SSI products, higher electricity change import of edible oil and rice, rigidity payment
undivided finance institution. Further the problem like greater Performance given by government to
big units environment control notice problems of Government agency unlimited finance for new unit
for establishment oil purchasing and trademark Competition in market yard are also the important
unfavourable steps government forward SSI units as reported by the research study.

Unfavourable steps taken by government Expected Assistance
Programmes from Government by SSI /MSME Units in Study Area

SSI /MSME units in study area have expected several kinds of assistance, incentives from
government for their future prospects. The researcher has made an attempt to find out different kinds
of assistance that were expects by SSI/MSME units from the government in the study area indicates
the different kinds of assistance expected by the SSI units from government. From table 3 it is clear
that the SSI/MSME units have expected assistance from government in the form of easy procedures
of govt. agencies, lower selling tax an SSI products, lower rate of interest of finance subsidy on raw
materials, official strictures and exclusion of bride in government agencies more subsidy on loan
training and seminar centre for SSI entrepreneurs in each taluka(Tahsil) place, marketing facilities
price fixation for SSI products in domestic market electricity bill exemption and returns in Karnataka
Electrical Board, control in imported policies compulsory education policy for entrepreneurs land
for SSI/MSME units concessional rate, abolition of chain system of tax and moderate tax should
be exempted for 5 years Tax Holiday to Export Oriented MSME. For SSI/MSME produces and
establishing agency. All the above mentioned kinds of assistance from the government to the survey
units would promote the development of SSI /MSME in future.

Suggestions for the Future Prospects of SSI/MSME Units:

SSI/MSME units in the study area have given some major suggestions to government like
liberal credit policy lower tax more subsidies on loan and greater preferences to SSIs/MSME products
in government purchases in order to promote SSI/MSME development in the backward regions of
the state.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A detailed study of the problems and prospects of the SSI /MSME units in the Dhawad district

has led to the following finding and conclusions.

1. Government should not encourage the establishment of a large number of industries of
same kind of products in the same region.

2. This will increase the severity of competition between the same category units, which will
became a reason for sickness in units of these products. Balanced industrial development can
be achieved only if government consciously encourages the establishment and development
of large number industries, but of different. kinds of products units in the same region.
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This reduce regional imbalance in the industrial development, consequently promoting the
overall development of backward regions.

The SSI unit in the Dharwad district are mainly sole proprietorship and partnership firms of
total 97 SSI/MSME units 65 (i.e., 67.01 per cent) are on proprietorship and 32 units (32.99
per cent) are partnership, basis, co-operative and company forms of organizations are
conspicuous by their absence in the study units.

Average investment in plant and machinery in the units is of a small size. It damages
betweenRs.5crores to 10 crores and 11 crores to 20 crores of total 97 units, 46 units are of
5to 10 crores and 43 units are of 11 to 20 crores, while 7 units are of 21 crores to 25 crores
Remaining only one unit of General Engineering is of high range, which has an investment
of Rs. 21 crores to 25 crores. This suggested that high range investment in existing SSI
units in Dharwad district is very loss and much of the investment is in low range. Such small
size of investments limits the production capacity of the units and the units fail to realize
scale of economy

94 SSI/MSME units out of 97 existing units have made outright purchase of their plant
and machinery and smaller number of trace of them have resorted to hire purchase/lease
methods.

KSFC is the chief source of finance to each category of the units, in the district 82 of totally
97 existing units are funded by KSFC 11 units are funded by commercial banks. Private
money lenders and own funds are the source of only 4 units.

These units are present in General Engineering and wood and wooden product categories.
This indicates scarcity of own funds in the district. More than 50 per cent of the SSI/MSME
units mention high rate of interest of banks and finance cooperation. Except stone crushing
category inconvenient repayment conditions, bank policies, stringent credit as the major
problems in obtaining working capital in each category units in study area.

SSI/MSME units in Dharwad district are aware of loan subsidy and other incentives schemes
given by the government and all of them have obtained these facilities given by the DIC
and KSFC.

Maximum number of units in each category, except mineral product units, has borrowed
the loan as medium term finance, from KSFC and bank. But large number of units in the
mineral products category has borrowed the loan, as long term finance. Thus medium term
finance has a key role in promoting the SSI sector in Dharwad district than the long term
or short term finance.

Being large in their number, majority of the food and mineral products categories units
(26 and 24 respectively) face the problem of delay in obtaining incentives, given by the
government, due to lack of proper and in time information from the government agencies.
Remaining units of these categories and majority units of other categories do not face this
problem.

The SSI/MSME units, in four categories namely food, mineral, General engineering and wood
and wooden product, mention “high interest cost” and “inconvenient number of instalments”,
are their major problem in obtaining their loan finance. Other problems like rigid repayment
conditions, inadequate amount of loan etc are mentioned only by food products units. Thus
high rate of interest cost and inconvenient number of instalments are the major problems
of the four categories units, but it is more crucial problem in food product. category, as
more than 50 percent of its units face this problem. They mainly the food products units
are threatened by finance problems.
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The SSI/MSME units covered by the study did not experience shortage of working capital.
Majority of the units depend on banks and finance companies for their working capital
requirements in addition to their own funds.

More than 50 per cent of the SSI/MSME units mention high rate of interest of banks and
finance cooperation. Except stone crushing category inconvenient repayment conditions,
bank policies, stringent credit as the major problems in obtaining working capital in each
category units in study area.

SUGGESTIONS

Following suggestions are made to ensure efficient internal management of SSI units and
to solve some of the genuine problems confronting the MSME/ small-scale entrepreneurs’ from
Dharwad district. If these recommendations are implemented, it is hoped, the growth of small-scale
sector will get about. The suggestions are based on the findings of the study covering the 97 SSI/
MSME units in the Dharwad district.

1.

©

Security to the institutional finance and interest rate should be moderate. Banks and financial
institutions should follow a liberal credit policy to meet the working capital requirements of
SSI units.

. SSl units are being controlled by a number of acts and laws which consumers a lot of time

of entrepreneurs distracting their attention front important activities of the entrepreneur’s
time in production and marketing government official procedures should be simplified to
reduce unnecessary interferences of bureaucratic controls.

Official information regarding govt incentives, schemes and programmes should reach the
entrepreneurs, without delay at proper time and as quick as possible. A large number of
entrepreneurs complaint is about bribe in the govt. officials. It should be eradicated and
official strictness should be maintained.

Security to the institutional finance and interest rate should be moderate. Banks and financial
institutions should follow a liberal credit policy to meet the working capital requirements of
SSI units.

The entrepreneurs had to undergo a plethora of complex set of procedures and formalities
which delay the sanction and disbursement of assistance as most of the industrial units are
one man’s show. If the entrepreneurs devote more time in claiming assistance, their crucial
areas will suffer, which will ultimately affect their production sales and repaying capacity.
Therefore, the procedure to avail subsidy and other incentives should be made simple and
financial institutions be given the responsibility to claim the capital investment subsidy on
behalf of the entrepreneurs as KSFC is doing at present. Sanction and disbursement of
incentives, particularly investment subsidy should be a time bound programme.

Subsidy for finance should be moderate, so that new entrepreneurs are encouraged to
establish SSI units in rural and backward areas.

Govt. should not encourage the establishment of a large number of industries of same
kind of products in the same region. This will increase the severity of competition between
the same category units, which will became a reason for sickness in units of these products.
Balanced industrial development can be achieved only if government consciously encourages
the establishment and development of large number industries, but of different. kinds of
products units in the same region. This reduce regional imbalance in the industrial development,
consequently promoting the overall development of backward regions.
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10. Govt. should set-up training and seminar centres for SSls entrepreneurs in each taluks.
The centres will help the existence units to increate their awareness about production,
management and marketing. This will enable the entrepreneurs to get more profit, and
this profit will plough back in the unit. It will increase the investment in backward regions.
Also industrial fair, exhibitions, festivals etc, should be organized at taluka levels, to create
awareness about industries. This will help the new entrepreneurs to know and enter into
the industries sector.
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The Digital Deception: Unveiling the Intricate Role of
Social Media in Disseminating Disinformation

Dr. Abha Agarwal*®

ABSTRACT

Social media’s quick dissemination of false information puts people and communities in
danger. While the public fights misinformation by fact-checking and developing media literacy,
social media firms must provide safe settings. Examples from India illustrate how fake news
impacts politics, technology, and public health. Social media companies require legislation for
responsibility as they struggle to balance expression and repression. Initiatives like “Times
Verified” and the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill are excellent examples of the need for public
participation. Cooperative initiatives to improve media literacy, content management, and
technology countermeasures are essential to reduce the consequences of disinformation and
provide a responsible digital environment.

This paper examines the various aspects of disinformation on social media, its dissemination
methods, and its significant effects on society’s trust and public health. The article delves into
the mechanisms of disinformation and explains how it contributes to escalating divides and
eroding democratic principles.

INTRODUCTION

Disinformation is the term used to describe the propagation of false or misleading information.
Social media misinformation is a developing issue that could harm people, communities, and nations.
Social media firms must foster a free exchange of ideas and information online while also fostering a
secure, dependable, and polite environment. The spread of incorrect information on social media can
be considerably curbed by the general public. Fact-checking the content, exercising skepticism toward
sources, reporting information that is questionable or inaccurate, becoming aware of disinformation,
and promoting media literacy are all ways that individuals can help create a more educated and
trustworthy social media environment. Additionally, the public can encourage social media corporations
to publish information on their platforms that promotes stricter laws and calls for more accountability and
transparency. The ultimate objective is to provide an effective social media environment that encourages
ethical technology use and the interchange of ideas and information while being free of deception.

Social media has quickly assimilated into our daily lives, offering a simple and open forum for
connections, information sharing, and conversation. Social media has many advantages but has
also developed into a critical platform for disinformation or propaganda efforts. The ease with which
false information can spread on social media and the widening social chasm and divergence are
among the concerns that are becoming more and more problematic. Understanding and addressing
the role of social media in disseminating misinformation is crucial because it can have detrimental
effects on public health and social trust'.

*Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, SBD Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Dhampur(Uttar Pradesh).
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DISINFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Creating and spreading fake news and using bots and other automated accounts that disseminate
misleading information are just a few of the ways that misinformation spreads on social media.
Additionally, assessing the integrity of the information can be challenging due to easy access to
information on social networking sites. People’s attitudes and beliefs can be shaped by misinformation,
which can result in poorly informed choices and behaviours. Additionally, it can exacerbate political
polarization and erode public confidence in media and governmental institutions. Disinformation on
social media is a multifaceted problem with many distinct aspects. The following are characteristics
of false information on social media that can be looked into:?

Misinformation about Health

Misleading information regarding health and medicine is referred to as health misinformation.
This misleading information can involve incorrect treatments, deceptive medical advice, and health-
related conspiracies. Disinformation regarding health can be especially dangerous as it may discourage
people from receiving the necessary healthcare, promote wrong views, and erode the public’s
confidence in science and medicine.

Technological Difficulties

The development of technology has made disinformation on social media, including deep fakes
and synthetic media, easier to spread. Synthetic media refers to phoney images, films, and sounds
produced by artificial intelligence. In contrast, deep fakes are videos edited to depict individuals
doing or saying things that never occurred. These technologies disseminate misleading information
that is challenging to identify, creating additional difficulties in the battle against disinformation.

Automated bots and bogus accounts

On social media, phoney accounts and automated bots that imitate human people are frequently
used to promote misinformation. These bots and fake accounts have the power to propagate false
information, give the impression that a position is supported, and harm the reputations of individuals.
Detecting and removing bots and false accounts has been a critical difficulty for social media businesses.

Effect on Society

Social media misinformation can adversely affect society, including spreading panic and fear,
tarnishing reputations, and weakening institutional trust. Because it makes people more adamantly
committed to their beliefs and less receptive to hearing opposing ideas, disinformation can also
aggravate social and political polarization.

Misinformation in Politics

False or misleading information disseminated to influence political beliefs or outcomes is called
political misinformation. This may include fabricated news reports, edited movies, and personalized
adverts. Because it can impact public opinion, undermine trust in democracy, and increase political
polarization, political misinformation is a critical issue.

ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA FIRMS’

Social media businesses must stop the propagation of false information on their platforms. These
businesses have implemented several measures to counteract disinformation, such as enhancing
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their algorithms to find and eliminate incorrect material, working with fact-checkers, and enacting
regulations to prevent the dissemination of false information.

However, the social media companies’ shortcomings and difficulties in battling misinformation
are enormous. Since there is a fine line between censoring false information and free speech, social
media corporations must strike a compromise between these competing objectives. The sheer size
of social media platforms makes it much more challenging to track down and delete every instance
of misinformation. The way people communicate, access information, and exchange content can
still be dramatically impacted by social media companies.

The following are some of the major duties that social media firms have:

e Giving users a platform on which to communicate and exchange knowledge.

¢ Protecting user data privacy and security, including sensitive personal information and

proprietary data.

e Watching for and removing harmful or prohibited content, such as false information, hate

speech, and fake news.

¢ Promoting media and digital literacy by providing tools for learning that will help users make

informed judgments about the content they consume online.

¢ Giving people access to tools and algorithms that can help them find material pertinent to

their interests.

» Following the rules and laws about free expression, copyrights, and data privacy?.

GOVERNMENT REGULATION

Government enforcement of rules and regulations forbidding the transmission of misleading
information is crucial to controlling disinformation on social media. Since misinformation may spread
quickly on digital media, it is challenging for the state to keep up with legislation without jeopardizing
the right to free expression. Governments worldwide are beginning to see the necessity of regulating
misinformation online to protect the interest of public.

If necessary, the following steps can be taken in this regard:

1. Accountability and transparency- Governments might guarantee social media companies

that they will be more transparent about their algorithms, user data, and advertising strategies.
By doing so, they may be held more accountable for the information on their platforms and
the propagation of misinformation.

2. Content Management- Governments may establish guidelines for content regulation and
demand that social media platforms delete offensive or unlawful content.

3. Data security- To protect user data privacy, governments may pass laws and regulations,
such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of the European Union.

4. Fighting campaigns of misinformation- Governments can combat efforts to spread
misinformation by assisting independent media organizations and providing the general
people with access to educational resources.

5. Legal Penalties- State may impose penalties on those who disseminate false information,
particularly if it intends to hurt people or stir up trouble®.

ROLE OF THE PUBLIC

People in general have a responsibility to do their research before sharing information, as well
as to develop media literacy and critical thinking skills. People may advocate for solutions and raise
awareness about misinformation by using their voices and social media channels. The public may
significantly contribute to limiting the spread of incorrect information on social media in the ways
listed below:
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1. Verifying facts- It's crucial to confirm the accuracy of any material before disseminating
it by reviewing reputable sources. When information sounds dramatic or improbable, it's
crucial to check the source from where it is coming.

2. Reporting- Users should report any inaccurate or dubious content on such sites so that
social media networks can take the necessary action.

3. Educating oneself-The public can become better information consumers by becoming
aware of the methods used to deceive people and distribute false information.

4. Encouragement of Media Literacy- By encouraging others to be skeptics of the information
they encounter online and to fact-check it before spreading or trusting it, a better informed
and educated community can be created®.

RECENT EXAMPLES OF FAKE NEWS IN INDIA
CJI Chandrachud fake post, 2023

The social media post that went viral in August 2023 showed CJI Chandrachud encouraging
people to protest against the federal government in the streets.

The message stated: “We are doing everything in our power to safeguard the Indian
Constitution and democracy, but your assistance is also crucial; all citizens should band together
and take to the streets to demand their legal rights...This dictatorship will frighten and threaten
people, but you don’t have to be terrified. Have bravery and hold the government accountable.
| am by your side.

The Supreme Court PRO flagged the tweet above as “fake”. According to the Supreme Court
PRO, the Chief Justice of India has neither authorized nor issued any such post. It also stated that
proper steps are being taken in this regard. According to the post, “appropriate action is being taken
in this regard with the law enforcement authorities.”®

Manipur Violence, 2023

Security organizations blame spreading false information, and rumours for the state’s
continuous instability as ethnic violence in Manipur worsens. Over 160 people have perished
in the fighting between the Kukis and Meiteis since it started on May 3, 2023. Videos that
mislead viewers and fake news have been a major factor in encouraging violence. For example,
on May 4, 2023, two women were displayed naked and attacked in Kangpokpi district after a
false image purporting to show a tribal murder in Churachandpur spread throughout the Imphal
valley. Analysis by security authorities has also revealed a lack of control over false or biased
news, especially in local publications, which has worsened the issue. Unrest in the state has
also been exacerbated by reports that suspected attacks by members of the majority population
may have occurred.

The police have set up a “Rumor Free Number” to check information and stop the spread of
false information in reaction to the misinformation. Even with their best efforts, the situation is still
difficult, and it might take some time before the state’s internet is entirely restored.

Addressing the spread of false information and rumours is essential to reestablishing peace
and stability in the area as Manipur struggles with the effects of the current violence.”

In response to a “fake news” story in which a video showing the murder of a woman by armed
men in Myanmar was presented as an incident in the state of Manipur, the Manipur Police filed a
First Information Report on July 24, 2023. The video’s objective was to spark unrest in the already
tense environment.®
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For “False, Misleading” Post on Nuh Violence, 2023, TV Channel Editor is
Arrested

On August 11, 2023, Mukesh Kumar, the Hindi news program Sudarshan News editor, was
detained by Gurugram Police for reportedly spreading contentious posts on social media concerning
the communal unrest in Nuh and other Haryana districts. Initially, the broadcaster had stated that
Mr Kumar had been “kidnapped” by several “goons”. Gurugram Police clarified, however, that he
was taken into custody by the Cyber Crime section.

On July 31, when rioters disrupted a Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) parade, riots erupted in
Muslim-majority Nuh, killing six people. Two house guards and a priest were among the deceased.

According to a tweet by Mr Kumar, the Al Jazeera television channel in Qatar exerted pressure
on the Gurugram Police to take action against “Hindu activists.” In connection with the religious
rioting, he claimed that the foreign media outlet has been calling Gurugram Police Commissioner
Kala Ramachandran and pleading with her to take action against Hindus®.

NExT Exam, 2023

The National Exit Test (NEXT) tests will be held in the second half of 2023, according to a fake
news alert released by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on June 7, 2023. The Ministry
tweeted that a paper is purportedly floating on several social media sites with regard to the NExT
exam being held in the second half of 2023.The Ministry regarded the paper as a hoax and urged
the people to not spread the post further.

The National Medical Commission (NMC) has also clarified the same. According to a press
statement, “The Undergraduate Medical Education Board has become aware that a fake letter dated
07.06.2023 issued under the signature of the undersigned is making the rounds on social media.”

It was stated in the letter that “it is brought to the attention of all concerned & stakeholders
that there is no such letter dated 07.06.2023 issued by UGMEB of NMC regarding confirmation of
forthcoming National Exit Test.”

Additionally, it stipulated that in order to verify the legitimacy of any key circulars and public
announcements, they should only be accessed on the NMC website, nmc.org.in™C.

INDIA’S EFFORTS TO COMBAT FAKE NEWS

Rules for Amendment in Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics Code), 2023:

As per the 2023 Amendment, SMIs, SSMis (such as Twitter, Facebook, etc.), and Online Gaming
Intermediaries are required to educate their users about their policies, regulations and other internal
rules, not to “host, display, upload, modify, publish, transmit, store, update or share any information
which is ‘identified as fake or false or misleading by a fact check unit of the Central Government’ in
respect of any business of the Central Government.”

When it comes to any central government business, the “MeitY” is authorized to alert the fact-
checking department of the government.

Intermediaries are expected to remove content that has been reported as being inaccurate
or misleading. The FCU can order intermediaries, such as social media platforms, to remove such
content. The intermediaries must remove the content to maintain their safe harbour protections under
Section 79 of the IT Act, 2000, which shields them from liability for content posted by third parties
on their platform so long as they follow the Central Government’s guidelines for “due diligence.”"’
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The 2023 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita Bill

OnAugust 11 in the Lok Sabha, Home Minister Amit Shah introduced the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
Bill, 2023. The proposed law includes section 195, which deals with anyone propagating “fake news
or misleading information” endangering the sovereignty and security of India and shall be penalized
for up to three years in prison. This part has been referred to the Standing Committee for assessment.

According to Section 195(1) d of the Indian Penal Code, creating or disseminating false or
deceptive material that threatens India’s sovereignty, unity, or security is punishable by up to three
years in prison, a fine, or both.

The section is located in the newly proposed bill’s Chapter 11, titled “Of Offenses Against the Public
Tranquility,” and deals with “Imputations and Assertions Prejudicial to National Integration.” Section 153B
of the IPC contains the laws relating to “Imputations, assertions prejudicial to national integration.”?

Government shut down 8 Youtube channels, 2023

On August 8, 2023, the government said it had “busted” eight YouTube channels for propagating
false information. There were roughly 23 million subscribers to these channels as a whole.

According to officials, the Press Information Bureau fact-checked videos on the following
YouTube channels for propagating incorrect information: Yahan Sach Dekho, Capital TV, KPS News,
Sarkari Vlog, Earn Tech India, SPN9 News, Educational Dost, and World Best News.

World Best News, a YouTube channel with over 1.7 million subscribers was found to be
misrepresenting the Indian Army, according to officials.

They asserted that the channel Educational Dost, with more than 3.43 million subscribers was
disseminating wrong information about government programmes while SPN9 news, with over 189
crore views was spreading untrue information about the president, PM, and several central ministers.

According to officials, another channel Sarkari Vlog, which has more than 4.5 million followers
and 9.4 crore views, was discovered to be disseminating false information on government initiatives.

They said that Channel ‘KPS News’, which has more than one million subscribers is spreading
false information on policies, orders, and choices made by the government’3.

Times verified, 2021

In December 2021, The Times of India introduced a community service called “Times Verified”
to collaborate with readers to give clarity and accuracy on important topics. Its goal was to encourage
readers and non-readers to use the Times Verified service and increase the social shareability of
debunked fake news, helping break the fake news cycle.

Any suspicious communication can be sent to “+91 98198 88887” by the public, and an expert
panel from TOI will determine if it is true or false after a thorough investigation. The campaign also
encourages users to share false information to raise awareness and combat the threat of fake news
exposed by this service on their social media accounts. A 360-degree advertising strategy was used
to debut the service to increase the shareability of debunked fake news and service usage. “Fake
news of the Day” became the primary form of communication.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following suggestions are made to stop the dissemination of false information on social
media:'®
1. Teaching media literacy- Promoting media literacy education to teach people how to
recognize and assess the reliability of information found online.
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2. Guidelines for Content Control.- By establishing explicit content control policies that spell
out prohibited information, these rules may be regularly and openly enforced.

3. Security of User Data- Putting safeguards in place to secure user data and stop it from
being exploited in deceptive ads.

4. Fighting off deep fakes- Establishing unambiguous laws that forbid synthetic media and
deep fakes to create systems for identifying and eliminating this kind of content.

5. Reporting Untruths- By making it simple for users to report misleading content, social
media businesses can act on these allegations swiftly and effectively.

6. Legal Penalties- Enforcing legal penalties against people who disseminate false information
to harm others.

7. The openness of sponsored content- Establish transparent sponsored content to make
it evident when information is being paid for or influenced by an outside source.

8. Verifying facts- Encourage people to use critical analysis and fact-checking when assessing
material on social media.

9. Promoting Critical Analysis- Teach individuals to assess the reliability of sources, taking
into account the qualifications of the authors, the standard of the evidence, and the purposes
for which the information is being disseminated.

10. Transparency of algorithms- To ensure that these algorithms do not amplify misleading
information and to raise the transparency of the algorithms employed by social media
corporations to promote content.

11. Working in conjunction with fact-checkers- Social media corporations should work
with fact-checkers and other independent organizations to recognize and flag misleading
material.

12. Transparency in advertisements- Creating clear guidelines for using political advertising
on social media and improving transparency in the funding and ownership of political
commercials.

13. Fighting campaigns of misinformation- Governments should collaborate with social
media corporations to halt the infrastructure development and funding of disinformation
operations to combat these attacks.

14. Promoting Sensible Use- Encouraging transparency, information analysis, and ethical
sharing behaviors to foster responsible digital media usage.

The contribution of social media in spreading false information is a complicated subject that
needs to be addressed by all parties concerned, including social media firms, the government, and
the general public. Disinformation has a considerable effect on public opinion and decision-making.
Therefore, we must solve this issue to safeguard the accuracy of information and the general public’s
confidence. It will be crucial going forward for all stakeholders to work together to discover practical
answers, combat misinformation, and safeguard the public from its negative impacts.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, social media corporations, governments, and the general public must work
together to counteract the massive spread of misinformation on social media. Real-world examples
show how fake news harms many facets of society. Social media networks need help to balance
freedom of expression and content regulation, necessitating regulatory measures. Legislative acts
and initiatives like “Times Verified” show how serious this problem is to everyone. Key tactics include
improving media literacy, assuring content credibility, addressing technology issues like deep fakes,
and enforcing laws. Cooperative efforts across various fronts are crucial to encourage responsible
digital involvement and protect information integrity in the digital age.
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Forging Unity and Progress: The Nexus of Social
Justice and Inclusive Governance

Dr. Abha Agarwal*®

ABSTRACT

This article examines the complex relationship between social justice, inclusive government,
and the developing a peaceful, just society. It explores the guiding ideals of social justice, its
background, the problems it tries to solve, and the ways to get there. The study also examines
the fundamentals of inclusive governance, including its elements, advantages, and function in
empowering disadvantaged populations. The difficulties of achieving social justice and inclusive
governance are examined, along with current events and government initiatives designed to
further these values. The paper emphasizes the value of group initiatives and legislative changes
in creating a more equitable, inclusive, and compassionate society.

INTRODUCTION

Social justice and inclusive governance are woven together in the complex tapestry of society
to form a foundation for equity, compassion, and advancement. These two pillars serve as crucial
cornerstones in building a peaceful society where everyone, regardless of origin or circumstance,
is given equal chances and a role in determining the course of their society. This paper explores
the essential importance of social justice and inclusive governance, their innate link, and their
transformative potential to promote a better future for humanity.

UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL JUSTICE

By valuing each person’s rights, dignity, and needs, social justice represents the ideals of fairness
and equality. It is a dedication to removing structural obstacles that support prejudice based on race,
gender, caste, class, and other considerations. Social justice advocates for addressing historical
inequalities and pushes people and society to face their prejudices, creating an atmosphere where
everyone can thrive without being afraid of being marginalized”.

Historical Background

Social justice has deep historical origins that are entwined with fights against oppression,
exploitation, and prejudice. Movements for civil rights, women’s rights, labour rights, and many other
causes have campaigned to remove obstacles that prevent people from living with dignity and using
the opportunities that are open to everyone. These movements have led to a more equitable society,
from the campaign to eliminate slavery to the fight for gender equality.

Outlining Core Values

Fundamentally, social justice promotes the notion that every person has a right to respect,
opportunity, and treatment on an equal basis. It tries to address structural injustices brought on by
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things like race, gender, class, and other things. Social justice encourages diversity, stands up for
the weak, and aims to create a society without prejudice, hardship, or discrimination.

Issues with Inequity

Globally, inequities are a severe problem. Opportunities are not equitably dispersed because
of economic inequities, lack of access to decent healthcare and education, and unequal participation
in decision-making bodies. These inequalities are brought to light by social justice, which forces
society to confront them by enacting laws, regulations, and other measures that level the playing field.

Increasing Compassion and Understanding

Akey element of social justice is empathy, or the capacity to understand and feel another person’s
emotions. By recognizing the struggles that disadvantaged groups and oppressed populations went
through, society can break down barriers and encourage cooperation. Action is motivated by empathy, and
it inspires individuals and groups to speak out against injustice. It goes beyond being merely an emotion.

Techniques to Achieve Social Justice

A shared responsibility that involves numerous fronts is the quest of social justice. Policy
adjustments, grassroots movements, legal amendments, debate, and education are among the
essential components. Affirmative action policies, social awareness efforts, and government legislation
guaranteeing equal opportunity can all help to build a more just society.

One can better understand social justice by embracing a vision of a society where everyone
is treated fairly and with dignity, where one’s circumstances of birth do not limit opportunities, and
where compassion triumphs over prejudice. Building a society that reflects the ideals of equality,
compassion, and unity is a continuous process that calls for devotion, communication, and a shared
commitment. The essence of social justice continues to be a guiding light, illuminating the route
toward a better future for all as civilizations strive for advancement and inclusivity?.

THE ESSENCE OF INCLUSIVE GOVERNANCE

Inclusive governance enhances the social justice ethos by fostering environments where many
viewpoints are heard and decisions are made collectively. It embraces the diversity of perspectives
from various spheres of life and overcomes the borders of exclusion. Along with preserving democracy,
inclusive governance fosters a sense of community among its constituents, giving them the confidence
to influence the laws that impact their daily lives actively?.

Introduction to Inclusive Governance

An inclusive decision-making process that goes beyond established power structures is referred to
as inclusive governance. Regardless of gender, race, socioeconomic background, or other differences,
it represents all societal spheres. Creating systems that guarantee various viewpoints are considered
in the development and implementation of policy is another aspect of inclusive governance that goes
beyond simply achieving diversity.

The Building Blocks of Inclusive Governance

Three fundamental pillars—representation, participation, and accountability—support inclusive
governance. The interests and concerns of all citizens are represented in decision-making bodies
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when there is adequate representation. Citizens are actively involved in policy deliberations, using
their knowledge and experience to influence the final results. Accountability fosters openness in the
governance processes and keeps institutions and leaders accountable.

Advantages of Inclusive Government

The advantages of inclusive government are numerous and extensive. Building bridges between
various societal groups, developing understanding, and fostering togetherness are its primary goals
to promote social cohesion. Additionally, inclusive governance fosters democracy by increasing
individuals’ faith in their governments and promoting civic engagement, as policies created with
various viewpoints are more likely to fulfil the complicated requirements of the community.

Increasing the Power of Marginalized Groups

With a platform to express their concerns and impact decisions that directly impact their lives,
marginalized and underrepresented groups are empowered by inclusive governance. In addition
to redressing historical injustices, empowerment fosters a sense of pride and belonging in society.
Citizens that feel empowered are more likely to take an active role in community development, which
results in better social capital and living conditions.

The ability of inclusive government to bring societies together, empower citizens, and foster
growth that benefits all facets of society is at the heart of this concept. It embodies the principles
of social justice and democracy by ensuring that the oppressed’s voices are heard and that their
contributions are recognized. Adopting inclusive governance is not just an option as societies
traverse the complexity of the modern world; it is a need that paves the way for resilient, dynamic,
and peaceful communities where each citizen’s potential is cultivated, and communal well-being
flourishes.

CHALLENGES IN ATTAINING SOCIAL JUSTICE AND INCLUSIVE
GOVERNANCE

Pursuing social justice and implementing inclusive governance is admirable but challenging.
The failure of many of these ideals to materialize complicates societies’ efforts to resolve them. Some
of the significant obstacles to achieving social justice and inclusive government are listed below:

1. Deeply embedded Inequalities: It is challenging to eliminate deeply ingrained inequalities
resulting from centuries of systemic discrimination, economic inequality, and social hierarchies.
Dismantling ingrained power structures and altering social norms are necessary for addressing
these discrepancies.

2. Resistance to Change: Those in positions of power frequently benefit from the status quo
and may oppose changes that jeopardize their positions. Those with vested interests who
worry about losing power or resources may oppose advancing social justice and inclusive
governance.

3. Lack of Resources: Middle-class communities frequently need access to economic
opportunities, healthcare, and legal counsel. Upward mobility is hampered by the difficult
task of achieving social fairness without equitable access to resources.

4. Cultural and social biases: Attitudes and behaviours in society can be influenced by
prejudices based on race, gender, ethnicity, and other variables. Consistent education,
awareness efforts, and modifications to cultural norms are necessary to overcome these
biases.
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5. Limited Representation: Inclusive governance requires that all opinions be heard during
decision-making. However, historically marginalized groups may encounter obstacles in
their quest for political representation, resulting in laws that must meet their requirements.

6. Digital Divide: In the information era, technology is essential to government and the spread
of knowledge. However, the digital gap may prevent underrepresented groups from entirely
using digital governance systems, escalating disparities.

Despite these obstacles, pursuing social justice and inclusive government is essential for

building prosperous societies. Governments, institutions, and citizens need collective efforts, policy
changes, education, and a commitment to change to overcome these challenges®.

RECENT MEASURES TO ATTAIN SOCIAL JUSTICE AND INCLUSIVE
GOVERNANCE

The quest for social justice is paramount in creating a more egalitarian society in India. Based
on equality and inclusion, social justice aims to remedy past wrongs and lessen imbalances affecting
different groups. India’s Constitution, which requires equal opportunity and prohibits discrimination
based on caste, creed, gender, or economic status, is a testament to the country’s dedication to social
justice. The country’s ongoing efforts to right past wrongs and establish an equal social order are
exemplified by programs like reservations in education and employment for historically underprivileged
communities and legal measures to stop caste-based discrimination. Despite advancements, problems
still exist, highlighting the necessity of ongoing discussion, legislative changes, and increased public
knowledge to guarantee that social justice values are upheld for the benefit of all individuals.

In a democratic system, inclusivity is the motto of a successful government. The foundation
of democracy is a universal adult franchise, but it cannot guarantee equality on its own. According
to the United Nations, inclusivity is essential to effective government. India has taken the initiative
to prioritise inclusivity in its public administration, according to Pearl. S. Buck, “Exclusion is always
dangerous. The only safety if we want a peaceful society is inclusion. India has made several efforts
to achieve social fairness and improve its administration.

The following is a list of some recent government actions:

Pradhan Mantri Anusuchit Jaati Abhyuday Yojana (PM AJAY) 2021-2022

For better convergence and resource utilization, the three previous Departmental schemes,
have been combined to form the PM-AJAY. The program’s goals are:
(a) Boost employment prospects in SC communities through promoting skill-building,
income-generating initiatives, and other initiatives to reduce poverty.

(b) Improve the socioeconomic development indicators by making sure the SC-dominated
communities have the required facilities and services.

(c) When necessary, provide suitable housing in prestigious institutions and residential
schools, particularly in areas of India that are aspirational or where the SC predominates.
This decent dwelling would promote literacy among the SC and encourage them to
enroll in schools and higher education facilities®.

Project Monitoring Unit (PMU ) 2020

To keep an eye on implementing plans and programs, the MoSJE established the PMU in the
year 2020. Young professionals from prestigious colleges and institutions under 28 are hired as
PMUs for two years. 41 PMUs are functioning right now, 17 from 2021 and 24 from 2022.
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OBJECTIVES

* Meetings with significant Scheme and Project stakeholders are organized and facilitated,
and the performance of GIA Institutions supported by the Ministry is assessed through PMU
visits to various states.

e Making it easier for federal and state officials to work together to implement plans for the
many program recipients on the ground.

OUTCOME

In 2022, the PMUs conducted inspections of around 1500 GIA Institutions under various
programs. Furthermore, they have assisted the States in implementing several MoSJE Schemes’.

National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) 2022

The SRMS introduced the National Action for Mechanized Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE)
in 2022. The accomplishments between January and December 2022 are as follows:
(a) Several skill development training programs cover three thousand nine hundred forty-
four manual scavengers and dependents.

(b) Provided RPL/Upskilling training to 8396 sanitation staff.

(c) Gave 445 manual scavengers/dependents support of Rs. 8.17 crore for a general
self-employment program.

(d) Gave 379 sanitation workers and dependents a total of Rs. 13.72 crore in aid for
initiatives connected to sanitation.

(e) Hosted 258 workshops on hazardous cleaning of septic tanks and sewers in various
ULBs nationwide?®.

Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi (PM DAKSH)
Scheme 2020-2021

¢  The PM-DAKSH Scheme offers skill training to underprivileged people, including sanitation
workers, garbage collectors, and members of the SC, OBC, EBC, and DNT communities,
through Corporations under the Department of SJE.

* In2022-2023, NSFDC plans to provide 20,600 skill training sessions under the PM DAKSHA
Scheme.

e The 659 trainees’ skill training has begun.

Scheme for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted
Areas (SHRESHTA) 2022

The “Grant-in-Aid to Voluntary and other Organizations working for Scheduled Castes” Central
Sector Scheme, administered by the MoSJE provides funding to NGOs for programs that assist
students from Scheduled Castes. The following projects are permitted by the Plan:

(i) Residential Schools;
(ii) Non-Residential Schools; and
(iii) Hostels for Primary and Secondary Students.

SHRESHTA has replaced the Plan as of 2022-2023, and a new component under Mode-I| has

been included.
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Nasha Mukht Bharat Abhiyan (NMBA) 2020

(i)

(i)

The first Comprehensive National Survey results and recommendations from the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) served as the foundation for the Narcotics Management and Behavior
Act (NMBA), which was unveiled by the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment on August
15, 2020. It is now being used in 372 of the most susceptible areas. The NMBA aims to
engage the general public and increase awareness about substance use by focusing on
higher education institutions, university campuses, and schools, reaching out and identifying
dependent populations, concentrating on counseling and treatment facilities in hospitals
and rehabilitation centers, and building the capacity of service providers.

NMBA is an ongoing project that enjoys a great deal of support from the younger generation,
women, educational institutions, and the general public.®

Reservation to EWS

The Constitution 103rd Amendment Act of 2019 added New Articles 15(6) and 16(6) due to the
government’s efforts. These Atrticles allow the States to give up to 10% of government positions and
government educational institutions to members of the Economically Weaker Sections. The government
implemented a 10% reservation plan for the EWS in January 2019. The 2019 Constitution’s 103rd
Amendment has been challenged in several Writs submitted to the Supreme Court. Janhit Abhiyan v. UOI,
WP 55 of 2019, is the top case. On 5.8.2020, the Supreme Court referred each case to the Constitution
bench for review. The Constitution Bench dismissed all the Writs and upheld the constitutionality of the
Constitution 103rd Amendment Act 2019 in its majority judgment dated 7.11.2022. 10

Transgender Act 2020

“The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019”, passed by the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, and its provisions went into effect on January 10, 2020.
The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020, were created to implement
the Act and were notified on September 29, 2020.

On August 21, 2020, a National Council for Transgender Persons was established to advise
the government on policies, programs, laws, and projects about transgender people.

On September 29, 2020, the Ministry officially established a National Portal for Transgender
People. Without physically interacting with the office of issue, any transgender candidate can
acquire their Certificate of Identity and Identity Card online. More than 9500 certifications
have been granted as of this writing.

On August 24, 2022, the National Health Authority and the Ayushman Bharat Yojana signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to offer transgender persons a full medical package.
The Comprehensive Package would cover every aspect of transition-related healthcare
for transgender people. Additionally, it will provide coverage for post-operative procedures,
hormone therapy, and gender reassignment surgery, which can be used at both private
and public healthcare facilities. This is not an exhaustive list."

Senior Citizens

(a) Total grant in aid of 75.63 crores was given to NGOs and organizations in 2022 as
part of the Integrated Program for Senior Citizens.

(b) Under IPSrC, four new senior citizen houses have been built.
(c) 3 new regional resource training centers have also been built.
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ELDERLINE

On October 1, 2022, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment established the National
Helpline for Senior Citizens (Toll-Free No. 14567). All seven days of the week, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00
a.m., the Elderline is open for business. In 2022, 40.40 crore would be available for the Elderline’s
implementation. The Elderline is currently operational in 31 States and UTs"2.

Aspirational Blocks Programme 2022-2023

The Aspirational Blocks Program (ABP) was introduced at the 2nd National Conference of
Chief Secretaries, which took place from January 5-7, 2022. It is a development project designed
to boost the performance of underperforming regions in terms of specific development metrics. It
was declared in the Union Budget for 2022—-2023.

Developing a fairer and more equal society depends heavily on government initiatives supporting
social justice and inclusive governance. These programs represent a group commitment to redressing
past wrongs, eliminating systematic disparities, and creating an atmosphere where each citizen’s
voice is respected and taken seriously. Governments have a crucial role in creating a future where
diversity is recognized, opportunities are available to everyone, and social cohesion flourishes
through targeted legislation, affirmative measures, and inclusive approaches to decision-making.
As these programs develop and grow, their effects are felt in how policies are implemented and
in the hearts and lives of people and communities, lighting a road toward a more equitable and
inclusive society.

CONCLUSION

The mellow notes of social justice and inclusive government call for creating a society where
compassion triumphs over hostility and equality over prejudice. These guiding principles provide a
path to a future in which diversity is valued, all opinions are heard, and all experience advancement.
By embracing these ideas, societies may create a fabric of harmony, empowerment, and prosperity.
This embracement will make the collective journey towards a just and inclusive world of harmony,
empathy, and shared success.
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Foundational Learning in G20 Countries —
An Overview
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INTRODUCTION

India’s G20 presidency, 2023 has marked a significant milestone in the global development
landscape. In the final Leadership Summit held on 9" and 10t September 2023, India emerged as
a blazing leader among the 19 countries. The Leadership Summit was a culmination of intensive
deliberations by working groups, conferences, and events for stakeholder participation. The approach
of Jan Bhagidari involved broad sections of our society in the G20 programmes and activities. The
200 + meetings in 60 cities represented an unprecedented footprint for G20 events across the nation.
As a result, the Indian G20 Presidency was truly people-centric and emerged as a national endeavor.

During the presidency, India focused on various issues like inclusive growth, digital innovation,
climate resilience, and equitable global health access. By leveraging its presidency, India is fostering
collaborative solutions that not only benefit its own population but contribute to the broader global
well-being, reinforcing its spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ or the ‘World is One Family’. With its
diverse economy, technological prowess, and commitment to sustainable development, India is
poised to bring unique perspectives to the table.

The 18" G20 Summit in New Delhi will be a culmination of all the G20 processes and meetings
held throughout the year among ministers, senior officials, and civil societies. A G20 Leaders’ Declaration
will be adopted at the conclusion of the G20 Summit, stating Leaders’ commitment towards the
priorities discussed and agreed upon during the respective ministerial and working group meetings.
Focus of G20 on the Thematic Area of Education: In taking up the Group of Twenty (G20) Presidency,
the Government of India has proposed the following four priority areas under the G20 Education
Working Group (EdWG).

e Ensuring that all children are set up for life with foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) and
can enjoy opportunities for lifelong learning, by improving teaching and learning practices,
including through blended learning.

e Leveraging digital resources and technologies to accelerate progress in education.

* Understanding how education systems will be impacted by the future of work, and strengthening
their relevance and linkages;

* Promoting closer collaboration between higher education, the research and development
sector and societies, both within and across national boundaries.

This article is a humble attempt to showcase how G20 members and guest countries support
children in developing foundational skills in literacy, numeracy and socio-emotional well-being in
their respective countries. It uses an evidence-based framework. It is based on secondary research
with critical analysis of policy framework, approach for the implementation of programmes at scale
and resultant initiatives with a holistic perspective with reference to the G20 countries. It suggests
a way forward for improving foundational learning to review evidence from G20 countries, including

*Lecturer in Educational Management, State Institute of Educational Management and Training (SIEMAT), Samagra
Shiksha, Govt of Andhra Pradesh.
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political will and leadership; children’s readiness to learn, and the teaching and assessment practices
used; the health and socio-emotional support provided to learners; and the engagement of parents
and communities in improving education.

FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING AS AN ESSENTIAL BUILDING BLOCK FOR
ACHIEVING ALL OTHER SDGS

Foundational learning forms the basis for all future learning, and without acquiring basic
foundational skills in reading, writing, and basic mathematics, children would be ill-prepared for the
complexities of the curriculum beyond grade ll.

Foundational learning skills include literacy, numeracy and socio-emotional skills that are vital
for leading an empowered, self-determined life. The acquisition of these skills begins in the early
years and continues throughout children’s lives. Literacy and numeracy are foundational because
they form critical building blocks in the process of acquiring other types of knowledge, experiences
and opportunities, and thus empower children for life, work and participation in society.

Foundational learning is “fundamental” for achieving the SDG 4 target, ‘ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all till 2030’. It is also a
fundamental cornerstone for achieving all other SDGs, including SDG 1 (‘no poverty’), SDG 2 (‘zero
hunger’) and SDG 3 (‘good health and well-being’).

Without an adequate foundational learning, individuals are less likely to achieve higher levels
of education, which can limit their employment opportunities, reduce their earning potential, and
perpetuate cycles of poverty and inequality. Moreover, inadequate education and foundational learning
can lead to poor health, as individuals may lack the knowledge and skills needed to make informed
decisions about their health and well-being and may struggle to access and understand critical
information related to nutrition, health and disease prevention.

FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING - THE GLOBAL SCENARIO

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) has been an important concern across the world and
especially in India, and gained deep focus in last 5 years. Foundational literacy works with the notion
that pre-existing knowledge of the language helps in building literacy skills in languages. In this context,
the key components in Foundational Language and Literacy are Oral Language, Decoding, Reading
Fluency, Reading Comprehension and Writing. On the other hand, Foundational Numeracy translates
to the ability to reason and apply simple numerical concepts in daily life. The major components of
foundational numeracy include Pre-number concepts, Numbers and operations on numbers, Shapes
and Spatial Understanding, Measurement and Data Handling (Department of School Education and
Literacy, 2021a).

According to UNESCO, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights underlines “that education
is a fundamental human right for everyone and this right was further detailed in the Convention
against Discrimination in Education” (UNESCO, 2020). This primarily entails compulsory primary
education that should be free, and universal and secondary and higher education that is generally
available and accessible (as well as progressively free) (UNESCO, 2020). While 155 countries
guarantee 9 years of education, only 99 countries ensure it till 12 years. UNICEF notes that 8.2% of
primary school age children do not attend school. The concept of “learning poverty”, was developed
by the World Bank and the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) and describes the inability to read
and understand a simple text by age 10. Even the richest countries exhibit learning poverty related
concerns. As per a report by UNICEF Innocentia, “On average 40 per cent of children across all
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OECD and European Union (EU) countries do not have basic reading and mathematics skills by
age 15” (UNICEF, 2020). It is surprising that the learning poverty rate has been rising even though
the number of school-going children has been increasing steadily year after year. Considering that
worldwide, 260 million children are not even enrolled in the school system aggravates the “learning
poverty” or the “learning crisis”, as it is termed (World Bank, 2021). The utmost priority and importance
that the G20 has given to these issues are evident from the fact that since 2018, the goals of Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) has been reiterated. The Chair’'s summary of the G20
summit held in 2022 in Indonesia also stressed on factors like Universal Quality Education, Digital
Technology in Education as well as Solidarity and Partnership in Education.

Globally, 87 per cent of children now complete primary school. Dramatic progress has been
made towards gender parity, especially in access to primary education. Through the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG 4), the world has committed to achieving universal completion of secondary
school for all youth - with meaningful learning by 2030. However, despite these improvements in access
and equity, significant gaps persist, and hundreds of millions of children and youth worldwide are
reaching adulthood without even the most basic life skills. Expanding and ensuring universal access
to quality ECCE programs, curricular focus on FLN, improving teacher capacity, focus on nutrition
and health, parent and community participation and committed spending to ensure equitable access
and learning are among for achieving universal FLN. Students who do not have access to ECCE
programs are far less likely to attain FLN. It is therefore recommended that all nations ensure
universal access to early childhood care and education institutions having play-based curriculum
and pedagogy for all children aged 3-6 years,” he said, adding that the data shows that much more
needs to be done to ensure the universalisation of access to quality ECCE programs, especially for
children from low-income households.

AN OVERVIEW OF INITIATIVES IN G20 COUNTRIES

While most of the G20 countries have policies and programmes in place for teacher preparation
and continuing professional development, systemic problems contribute to the significant shortage
of qualified and trained teachers at all levels of basic education. This represents a global challenge
worldwide, and therefore impacts the teaching of foundational skills. This causes teacher shortages,
due to unattractive status (including remuneration and working conditions) to poor career prospects,
professional support, and motivation/morale. But the result is nearly always the same: many learners,
often the most vulnerable, are not getting the learning and support they need.

Many G20 countries have prioritized investments to enhance the attractiveness of teaching careers
and strengthen the teacher workforce, including through strategies to redress gender assumptions
and biases in education, as well as increase both the number of women and men in the teaching
force at the lower education levels, especially in ECEC.

The following examples demonstrates how G20 member, and invited countries, have sought
to ensure more equitable access to quality ECCE and resources across all population segments,
with a particular focus on groups at risk of being left out, such as girls, children with disabilities and
individuals from minority groups.

Australia

In Australia, all children are entitled to 15 hours of preschool in a week (i.e. 600 hours a year)
in the year before they start school. Australia is also investing in targeted measures to improve
the lives of First Nations children through better access to quality early childhood education and
care. For example, the Connected Beginnings programme helps First Nations children meet the
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learning and development milestones needed for a smooth start to school by ensuring families have
access to culturally appropriate early education and support services. Australia also has a unique
age-appropriate policy framework for education for o — 13 years. In context of FLN, the continuum
ranges from 3 years of pre-school to 9 years.

Brazil

In Brazil, the national effort to consolidate the pedagogical identity of early childhood education,
regulated by the National Curricular Guidelines for Early Childhood Education (ECE) and the National
Common Curricular Base, stands out. Early childhood education encompasses daycare for children
aged 0 to 3 years old and preschool for children aged 4 and 5 years old. It is a crucial stage of
basic education and is required to be provided in non-domestic institutional spaces, whether public
or private, under the supervision of social control bodies. Funding for early childhood education is
guaranteed by the Fund for Maintenance and Development of Basic Education and Valorisation of
Education Professionals (Fundeb).

France

Children in France have access to free and compulsory education from age 3, with France’s priority
education policy mitigating the impact of social and economic inequalities on student performance,
including by ‘capping’ class sizes to 12 pupils (at ages 5, 6 and 7) in priority education areas to
ensure better literacy and numeracy acquisition and promoting inclusion.

India

In India, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 prescribes that all students must attain FLN
skills by Class 3. Currently, due to the lack of universal access to ECCE, a substantial proportion of
children join Class 1 without achieving basic FLN skills. To ensure that all students are school-ready,
an interim three-month play-based ‘school preparation module’ ('Vidya Pravesh’) for all Grade 1
students has been introduced in schools.

Itis in this light that the National Education Policy of 2020 devised a new framework for the
educational system in India with a 5+3+3+4 structure. According to NCERT, “... a strong base of
ECCE from age three is included, which is aimed at promoting better overall learning, development,
and well-being.” The NEP 2020 sets forth three years of preschool (for three to six years of age)
before the kid enters Class |. The Ministry of Education (MoE) has also commenced a National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat). The
target of the mission is to ensure that every child in the country necessarily achieves foundational
literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The focal age group of the mission will
be 3 to 9 years. There will also be a provision of supportive measures for children who have not
attained the foundational skills by grades 4 and 5. They will be provided with support and guidance
by individual teachers as well as peer support and age appropriate and supplementary graded
learning materials to achieve the necessary competencies (Department of School Education and
Literacy, 2021a).

Italy

Italy’s strategy to ensure universal FLN starts with the strengthening of educational services
for children and kindergartens, followed by a series of interconnected interventions at primary and
secondary school level, including teachers’ training.
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Mauritius

In Mauritius, a policy decision has been taken to make the pre-primary sector free beginning
in 2024. Children in low-performing schools in socially vulnerable regions are supported through
various measures, including the provision of daily meals, sponsorships, strengthened community
linkages and a special pedagogy to encourage student learning and progression. The National
Education Counselling Service also closely monitors students’ emotional well-being and supports
them through consultations with educational psychologists.

Saudi Arabia

In Saudi Arabia, the Ministry of Education focuses on Early Childhood Education by increasing
access to education at an early age (exact age?), promoting parental engagement, enhancing educators’
training at the pre-primary by leveraging e-training and expanding the network of kindergarten in
remote areas. The expansion in pre-primary education involves developing the network of pre-
primary classrooms across the country to ensure that wherever there is a family, there is access to
appropriate pre-primary facilities. Access to pre-primary education has increased from 21 per cent in
2019 to 32.6 per cent in 2022 with the aim of reaching 40 per cent in 2025 and 90 per cent in 2030.

Singapore

Singapore has brought childcare centres and kindergartens under the same regulatory framework
by implementing the Early Childhood Development Centres Act and is ensuring quality teaching and
learning in preschools through the “Nurturing Early Learners Curriculum Framework for Preschool
Education”. Singapore is also expanding government-supported preschools to ensure accessibility
and affordability of preschool for all families. By 2025, 8 in 10 preschoolers will be enrolled in a
government-supported preschool.

Spain

In Spain, both recent changes in law and the setting up of a specific “Territorial Cooperation
Programme” to foster the promotion of the first cycle of Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
for the entire population, especially the most vulnerable, addressing regional disparities in participation.
The country’s ‘PROA+ Programme (full form) further aims to strengthen the 3,000 schools with
a higher percentage of students in vulnerable situations. Throughout the programme’s duration
(3 school years), participating schools must develop a Strategic Improvement Plan to identify the
challenges to be addressed in order to improve inclusion.

Tirkiye

Tarkiye continues to invest in expanding its preschool education services, aiming to make one
year of preschool education free of charge before the 1st grade of primary school. In 2022, capacity
of the preschool education was increased by adding more than 16,100 new kindergarten classrooms.
To reach this target, new schools are being constructed and some classrooms are being re-allocated
for preschool education services.

United Kingdom (UK)

The United Kingdom (England): has spent £20bn over the past 5 years to support families with
childcare costs. The current entitlement and childcare offers include a universal 15-hour offer for
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all 3- and 4-year-olds, a 15-hour offer for the most disadvantaged 2-year-olds, and a 30-hour offer
for 3- and 4-year-olds of working parents. By 2027-28, the Government expects to provide over
£4 1 billion to fund 30 hours of free childcare per week for working parents with children aged nine
months to three years in England.

United State of America (USA)

In the United States, the “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (year)” aims to enhance
families’ capacity to meet the developmental and learning needs of their infants and toddlers with
disabilities. The goal is to minimize developmental delays and reduce the need for later special
education, maximizing the potential of individuals with disabilities. The intervention is family-centred,
supporting caregivers in implementing the interventions in the context of the families’ daily routines.

Germany

Germany, for example, implemented the ‘Mehr Manner in Kitas’ (‘More Men in Daycare Centres’)
programme in 2011-2013 and the ‘Quereinstieg — Manner und Frauen in Kitas’ (‘Lateral Entry — Men
and Women in Daycare Centres’) programme from 2015-2020 to reorient men and women seeking
a career change. While the program is far from ensuring gender parity, it has helped to increase the
share of men employed in ECEC in Germany from 3 per cent in 2006 to 7 per cent in 2019.

Recognizing that teachers need to continuously acquire new knowledge, skills and resources
to improve their teaching abilities and meet their students’ evolving needs (especially in reading
and mathematics), G20 and invited countries have also made investments in enhancing teachers’
pedagogical knowledge, subject-matter expertise and leadership skills.

During the early phases of the COVID-19 pandemic, many G20 countries adjusted their
curricula to prioritize fundamental skills and knowledge as a response strategy. The success of
these adjustments is seen as an opportunity to make more permanent adjustments that home in
on the key competencies needed by learners in today’s world and provide a more comprehensive
and effective learning experience.

Many G20 countries have since re-oriented the curriculum towards teaching foundational
skills; and adopt more inter- and transdisciplinary approaches that connect more closely with issues
related to sustainable development and greening the economy. The idea is to instil in learners the
values, attitudes and behaviours that support individual well-being, responsible local development,
and global citizenship.

CONCLUSION

Given their complexity, involving multiple stakeholders, lack of precedence of relevant policies,
evolving eco-sytsem, foundational learning policies and programmes are difficult to implement.
Appropriate solutions need to be embedded in the individual contexts and the nature of the challenges
facing different population segments. Countries must act urgently on developing remediation solutions
and strengthen institutional structures for efficient implementation and sustainability of the interventions.
They should seek alignment between challenges and opportunities in the design of education policies
and programmes and ensure the necessary inter-sectoral and inter-governmental convergence to
address highly complex problems across the G20 countries.
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Ecological Footprint
Dr. Seema Sharma*

The first academic publication about ecological footprints was written by William Rees in 1992,to
measure humanity’s pressure on land and increasing competition for scarce resource, the Global
Footprint Network defined an indicator called the ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT. The ecological footprint
measures how much land and water area a particular human population requires to produce the
resources it consumes and to absorb its wastes, taking into account prevailing technology (Global
Footprint Network). This indicator allows us to compare the use of resources with their availability.

The simplest way to define an ecological footprint is the number of environmental resources
necessary to produce the goods and services that support an individual’s lifestyle, a nation’s prosperity,
or the economic activity of humanity as a whole. The Global Footprint Network estimates that the
global demand for land overtook global supply by the end of the 1980s. It is further estimated that
humanity’s ecological footprint is currently 20 percent larger than the entire planet can sustain. In
other words, it would take one year and two months for the earth to regenerate the resources used
by humanity in a single year. Livestock-related activities contribute significantly to the ecological
footprint, directly through land use for pasture and cropping, and also indirectly through the area
needed to absorb CO, emissions (from fossil fuel use in livestock production) and ocean fisheries
(related to fishmeal production for feed).

BIOCAPACITY AND ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

The Footprint calculation can be regarded as an equation, balancing the natural supply of
the planet, the so-called biocapacity, and the anthropogenic demand, the so-called Ecological
Footprint. In order to make the two sub-systems, “Total Ecological Footprint “and “Total Biological
Capacity “comparable, a common measure is essential. Therefore, both human consumption of
renewable and non-renewable resources and the biocapacity are measured in global hectares.
This model is a means of comparing lifestyles, per capita consumption, and population numbers,
and checking these against biocapacity. The tool can inform policy by examining to what extent a
nation uses more (or less) than is available within its territory, or to what extent the nation’s lifestyle
and population density would be replicable worldwide. The footprint can be a useful tool to educate
people about overconsumption and overpopulation, with the aim of altering personal behavior or public
policies. Ecological footprints may be used to argue that current lifestyles and human numbers are
not sustainable. Country-by-country comparisons show the inequalities of resource use on this planet.

Although the goal of Ecological Footprint accounting is to measure human demand on the
biosphere as accurately as possible, the methodology is designed to underestimate human demand
on the biosphere where uncertainty exists. Because the Footprint is a historical account, many
activities that systematically erode nature’s future regenerative capacity are not included in current
and past Ecological Footprint accounts. These activities include the release of materials for which the
biosphere has no significant assimilation capacity (e.g., 3 plutonium, PCBs, dioxins, and other persistent
pollutants) and processes that damage the biosphere’s future capacity (e.g., species extinction,
salination resulting from cropland irrigation, soil erosion from tilling). Although the consequences of
these activities will be reflected in future Ecological Footprint accounts as a decrease in biocapacity,

*Zoology Dept., Meerut College, Meerut.

58



Ecological Footprint 59

Ecological Footprint accounting does not currently include risk assessment models that would allow
a present accounting of these future damages. Similarly, Ecological Footprint accounts do not directly
account for freshwater use and availability, since freshwater acts as a limit on the amount of biological
capacity in an area but is not itself a biologically produced good or service. Although the loss of
biocapacity associated with water appropriation is reflected as a decrease in overall biocapacity in
that year, this use of biocapacity is not currently allocated to the consumer of the water resource.
Activities surrounding tourism are currently attributed to the country in which they occur rather
than to the traveler’s country of origin. This distorts the relative size of some countries’ Footprints,
overestimating those that host tourists and underestimating the home countries of travelers. Current
data constraints also prevent the Footprint associated with the generation of internationally-traded
electricity from being allocated to the final consumer of this energy. These two limitations affect the
allocation of Ecological Footprint between nations but not the total global Footprint

ACCOUNTING GLOBAL FOOTPRINT NETWORK

Since 2003, the Global Footprint Network has calculated the ecological footprint from UN
data sources for the world as a whole and for over 200 nations (known as the National Footprint
Accounts). The total footprint number of Earths needed to sustain the world»s population at that level
of consumption are also calculated. Every year the calculations are updated to the latest year with
complete UN statistics. The time series are also recalculated with every update, since UN statistics
sometimes correct historical data sets. More than 200 resource categories and are included in the
National Footprint Accounts such as crop products, fibers, livestock, wild and farmed fish, timber,
and fuelwood. The accounts also explicitly track one major waste product — carbon dioxide. The
methodology behind the 2006 Edition of the National Footprint Accounts, the data set on which
all Ecological Footprint calculations are based, builds on the method described in Monfreda et
al. (2004). An updated version of this methodology paper, as well as a free Academic Edition of
the National Footprint Accounts calculation template, can be downloaded from Global Footprint
Network’s website. Major updates since the 2004 Edition methodology include a simplification of
the pasture calculation, a refined measure of carbon dioxide sequestration and forest productivity,
the incorporation of International Energy Agency carbon dioxide emissions data, and the addition
of the United Nations COMTRADE database to track the Ecological Footprint embodied in traded
goods. Major changes since the 2005 Edition methodology include an additional refinement to the
calculation of the embodied Footprint in traded goods. National Footprint Accounts calculations are
based primarily on international data sets published by the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO), the International Energy Agency (IEA), the UN Statistics Division (UN
Commodity Trade Statistics Database — UN COMTRADE), and the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC). Other data sources include studies in peer-reviewed science journals and
thematic collections. Most Ecological Footprint studies report the Footprint of Consumption for nations
and the world. Although globally, the Footprint of all goods and services produced must equal the
Footprint of all goods and services consumed (minus changes in stocks), this does not hold true at
the national level. The calculation of the total demand of a country is calculated as “Consumption =
Production + Imports — Exports”. This calculation represents the apparent consumption of biological
capacity within a nation. Ecological Footprints follow the principle of consumer responsibility in
contrast to producer responsibility, where exports are assigned to the exporting country (Lenzen et
al., 2006), hence exported goods are assigned to the country in which they are consumed as final
demand. Manufactured or derivative products (e.g., flour or wood pulp), are converted into primary
product equivalents (e.g., wheat or roundwood) for the purposes of Ecological Footprint calculations.
The quantities of primary product equivalents are then translated into global hectares.



60 Dr. Seema Sharma

The application of global hectares as a measurement unit addresses the question of how
much of the worldwide available biocapacity is used by a certain activity (Wackernagel et al., 2005).
Each global hectare represents the same amount of natural productivity. The sum of global and real
hectares is normalized and therefore has the same size. Demands for resource production and waste
assimilation are translated into global hectares by dividing the total amount of resource consumed (or
waste generated) by the global average yield of the land type that produces that resource (or absorbs
that waste). Each of these area totals is multiplied by the appropriate equivalence factor to express
the total demand in global hectares. Yields are calculated based on various international statistics,
primarily those from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization. Growing crops for food,
animal feed, fiber, and oil require cropland, the land type with the greatest average bio-productivity
per hectare. The FAO estimates that there are roughly 1.5 billion hectares of cropland worldwide as of
2003. Using FAO harvest and area data for 74 major crops, the area of cropland needed to produce
a given quantity of crop product is calculated, the accounts do not track activities that decrease the
long-term productivity of cropland such as soil degradation, erosion, or salination. Although these
processes will be reflected in future decreases in biocapacity, this decrease is not currently allocated
to the activities producing this degradation today. Grazing land, raising animals for meat, hides,
wool, and milk can entail the use of feed products grown on cropland, fishmeal from wild or farmed
fish, and/or range land area for grazing. Worldwide, there are approximately 3.5 billion hectares of
natural and semi-natural grassland and pasture. To calculate the grazing land Ecological Footprint
of a livestock product, diet profiles are created to determine the mix of crop-based food, fishmeal,
animal-based food, cropped grasses, and grazed grasses consumed by that type of livestock. The
amount of grazing land demanded by a livestock product is calculated using the amount of pasture
grass that is required to meet the total feed requirements of that product, after subtracting the other
sources of feed used. Fishing grounds Harvesting fish and other marine products requires productive
freshwater and marine fishing grounds. More than 95 per cent of marine fish catch is located on
continental shelves, which, excluding inaccessible or unproductive waters, total 1.9 billion hectares.
Marine areas outside continental shelves are currently excluded from Ecological Footprint accounts.
Inland waters comprise an additional 0.4 billion hectares of available fishing grounds. Catch data
from the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization are used to estimate demand on fishing grounds,
which is compared to an aggregate potential supply estimate of 93 million tonnes per year. Current
accounts track both fish catch for direct human consumption and for fishmeal. An adjustment for
bycatch is added to each country’s reported catch. Forest area Harvesting timber products and
fuelwood requires natural or plantation forests. Approximately 3.9 billion hectares of forests are
available worldwide. The productivity of these forests is estimated using a variety of sources, primarily
the Temperate and Boreal Forest Resource Assessment (TBFRA) and the Global Fiber Supply Model
(GFSM). Consumption of roundwood and wood fuel are tracked along with four processed products
— sawnwood, wood-based panels, paper and paperboard, and wood pulp. Built-up land Infrastructure
for housing, transportation, and industrial production occupies built-up land. This space is the most
poorly documented of all land use types, since the low-resolution satellite images available for most
areas are not able to capture dispersed infrastructure and roads. Best estimates indicate a global
total of 0.2 billion hectares of built-up land. Built-up land is assumed to have replaced cropland, as
human settlements are predominantly located in the most fertile areas of a country.

GLOBAL OVERSHOOT AND SHRINKING

An ecological deficit represents the amount by which the Ecological Footprint of a population
exceeds the available biocapacity of that population’s territory in a given year. A national ecological
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deficit measures the amount by which a country’s Footprint exceeds its biocapacity. A nation can
operate its economy with an ecological deficit by importing biocapacity from other nations, by placing
demands on the global commons (e.g., carbon stocks in the atmosphere, fishing in international
waters), or by depleting its own domestic ecological assets. A global ecological deficit, however,
cannot be offset through trade and inevitably leads to the depletion of ecological assets and/or the
accumulation of wastes. The global ecological deficit is thus equivalent to the annual global overshoot.
Situations in which total demand for ecological goods and services exceed the available supply
for a given location, are called ‘overshoot’. ‘Global overshoot’ indicates that stocks of ecological
capital are depleting and/or that waste is accumulating. As the methodology keeps being improved,
each new edition of the NFA supports the findings of a global overshoot. The current state of global
overshoot highlights the need for reducing humanity’s Ecological Footprint in order to avoid persistent
depletion and, potentially, collapse of global ecosystems. Paths for reducing overshoot will need to
be agreed upon, and reductions will need to be shared amongst all individuals and nations, since all
share the use of the global biosphere. One approach to meeting these goals is “Shrink and Share.”
Shrink means reducing Ecological Footprints so that consumption of renewable resources does
not exceed the regenerative capacity of Earth’s productive ecosystems. This targeted reduction
will need to consider whether a portion of the Earth’s biocapacity should be allocated for the use
of wild species and the preservation of biodiversity. Share refers to the way the Earth’s biologically
productive capacity is to be divided amongst individuals, nations, or regions. The need for shrinking
is evidenced by the current state of global overshoot. Sharing implies that some regions or nations
will need to reduce their Footprints, but allows the potential for others to increase their Footprints in
order to meet basic standards of living. To remain within the global ecological budget on a limited
planet and avoid the long-term depletion of ecological capital, increases in demand in some regions
will need to be offset by corresponding reductions elsewhere. Neither the ‘Shrink’ nor the ‘Share’
paths suggested by Ecological Footprint analysis make claims about what should be, what is ethical,
or what is 10 appropriate. They simply provide information on possible paths that global society could
choose to take in the future. Increases in biocapacity could help reduce the gap between demand
and supply. These increases could be brought about by adding to the Earth’s total bio-productive
area— irrigating deserts, for example, or by increasing the yields of existing bio-productive areas.
These increases must be carefully managed since the resources required can cause an increase
in Footprint and negative impacts on biodiversity.

Populations with an Ecological Footprint smaller than their available biocapacity run an ecological
reserve, the opposite of an ecological deficit. This reserve is not necessarily unused, however, but
may be occupied by the Footprints of other countries if that area is used for export production.
Ecological debt is the sum of annual ecological deficits that have accumulated over a period of time.
The current global ecological debt can be expressed as the number of “planet years” of ecological
deficit the planet accrued since humanity entered into overshoot in the 1980s. One planet-year
equals the total productivity of useful biological materials by the Earth in a given year.

The methodology behind Ecological Footprint accounting continues to undergo significant
development and regularly incorporates additional data and scientific understanding as they become
available. The Global Footprint Network (2019) highlighted that the current rate of ecological resource
utilization by humans exceeds 75% of the Earth’s ecosystem revival rate. In a world without respect
for ecological boundaries, continued ecological overload will disrupt natural cycles and deplete
natural capital stocks (Mancini et al., 2017). These issues indicate that the accurate measurement of
present natural capital stocks, required natural capital stocks, and rates of natural capital depletion/
recovery are fundamental to incorporating environmental issues into economic development and
decision-making.
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Preparation and Validation of Attitude towards
Competitive Examinations (ATCE)
Questionnaire of Prospective Teachers

Mr. M. Mohanbabu* and Dr. K. Saikumari**

ABSTRACT

The research article explains the process that has been adopted by the investigator for the
preparation and validation of the questionnaire for assessing the Attitude towards Competitive
Examinations (ATCE) existing among the Prospective Teachers. The simple random sample
technique was used for selection of the sample for the pilot study. The sample consists of 110
prospective teachers who were randomly selected from the Colleges of Education in and around
Chennai District. Cronbach’s Alpha method was used for establishing the reliability of the tool.
The reliability of the tool was found to be0.888 and the validity value 0.942 Face and content
validity was also found out.

Keywords: Attitude, Prospective Teachers, Competitive Examinations

INTRODUCTION

The teacher’s roles and responsibilities have found extension outside the classroom. The
implementation of educational policies, transaction of curricula and spreading awareness are the
main areas which keep teacher in the forefront. Changing times have added new dimension to
this profession, which requires specified competencies and right attitude. Behavior, attitude and
interest of teacher help in shaping the personality of the student. Attitude is a tendency to react
in a particular manner towards the stimuli (Anastasi, 1957). It is a dynamic entity which is subject
to change. It is a deciding factor of the teacher’s performance. Education is a vital process of the
development, which is considered one of the main pillars of a society. It is the foundation of all types
of developments in the world. It is an established fact that in the world only those nations have
made progress and development which have a sound education system. The Central and the State
government is planning to develop the skill and quality in manpower planning and empowerment
in fields of Medicine, Science, Technology and especially in Education. Education is a process by
which the people acquire knowledge, skills, values or attitude. Education is a dynamic force in the
life of every individual, influencing his physical, mental, emotional, social and ethical development.
Quality in Teacher Education is the need of the hour. Educational aspiration reflects educational goals
an individual set for himself/herself. It is important as it encourages and energizes the individuals
to achieve them. Education is an important variable in forming student aspirations in that it serves
to help students become more and more knowledgeable about the world, develop sensitivity and
understanding of their relationship to it, and willingness to contribute to the community.
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Examinations are conducted to evaluate a person’s knowledge or ability. There are different
types of examinations like qualifying or competitive exams. Qualifying exams are conducted to
evaluate certain kind of knowledge or skills; they are decided as per the course. Here the numbers
of students are limited. Competitive exams are conducted either to qualify a candidate for a particular
course or to give entry into the institution. Competitive exams are also conducted for selecting a
person for a job. Clearing a Competitive exam will help a person to enter into his dream College
or institution for Higher Education to pursue his dream job. To maintain quality in Higher Education
and Professional fields the Central and the State Government conduct the qualifying competitive
examinations. To clear these exams, dedicated efforts along with desirable soft skills are required
by the candidates. One should have clear knowledge of one ‘s goals, should know how to use time
effectively for getting success in competitive exams.

Before choosing the type of Government exam to attend or before preparation begins for
that exam, an individual has to check whether the exam he/she has selected suits for them in the
desirable eligibility criteria of the basic educational level, percentage of marks required, eligibility in
age level so that they can apply for the exam they are intended to appear for.

NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Teacher Education and school education plays an important role in sustaining the quality of
Education. The prospective teachers have to appear for the competitive examinations to clear the
Eligibility test for Lectureship in Education ( State Eligibility Test-SET/National Eligibility Test
-NET)conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA)which is an essential criteria required as per
UGC Norms for getting recruited as an Assistant Professor in Colleges of Education and Universities
offering courses in Education . The prospective teachers who want to pursue their Ph.D Programme
in Government colleges of Education, Universities become eligible for both lectureship and getting
scholarship from University Grants Commission . The prospective teachers after completing B.Ed
programme become both qualified and eligible for being teacher by clearing the Teacher Eligibility
Test(TET).They have to clear the Examinations conducted by the Government of Tamilnadu by the
Teacher Recruitment Board TRB, Post graduate Teacher Recruitment Board PGTRB) for getting
permanent jobs in Government schools as Undergraduate Teachers and Postgraduate teachers.They
have to clear the examinations conducted by the Governemnt of Tamilnadu for getting permanent
jobs in District Institute of Educational Training ( DIET) and Block Resource Centre(BRC).

The attitude of the prospective teachers towards the competitive examination is mention worthy
as it motivates them, develops appropriate level of aspiration to fulfill their ambition and achieve their
desirable career. The prospective teachers who have the desirable aspiration and positive attitude
towards teaching naturally develop positive attitude towards competitive examinations. They tend
to know the competitive examinations related to school education and Teacher Education, their
scope, eligibility criteria, preparation needed, prepare and work accordingly. Since Smart work is
equally important to that of hard work, the investigator felt the urgent need to construct suitable tool
to measure the Attitude of Prospective Teachers towards Competitive Examinations (ATCE)

CONCEPTUAL AND OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF THE KEY TERMS
Attitude towards Competitive Examinations (ATCE)

Attitude towards competitive Examination refers to the prospective teacher’s view about the
nature of competitive examinations. It may be positive or negative in nature. It is influenced by their
opinion, mindset, values, knowledge they possess about them and their personal experiences.
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Prospective Teachers
Prospective teachers here refer to the student teachers who study B.Ed. programme.

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Saraswathy,K and Sahayamary,R (2019)investigated the Attitude towards Competitive Exams
among the College Students. Normative Survey method was employed to collect the data through
questionnaire by adopting simple random sampling technique. The questionnaire was constructed and
validated by the researcher with help of Research Supervisor. The sample size of this investigation
comprises 80 College Students. Among them 34 were Men and 46 were Women studying in Chennai
District. The objective of the study is to find out the level of Attitude towards Competitive Exam among
the College students with respect to gender and their stream of Study. The results indicated that, the
Attitude towards Competitive Exams among the College Students was found to be average in nature.
It was also found that there was no significance difference between Attitude towards Competitive
Exams among the College Students with respect to their gender and their stream of Study.

Archana A. Karkera, Anusha and Umesh Maiya ( 2019) explored the Students’ Perception
towards Online Competitive Exam. According to their view, today, technological development has
given a new lease of life in language and teaching field particularly in terms of evaluation.In India
some colleges conduct online examination using computer based test. Traditionally, testing in a class
involves paper based test which is quite familiar to students. Researchers conducted the study with
100 college students from Udupi Taluk,Karnataka state,India. with an intention to exhibit the student’s
perception towards online examination, to know their satisfaction level on current online examination
and identify the difference between online and offline examination. The study on substantial number
of students have been conducted to compare their perception about both written and online tests. The
researcher investigated the nature of activities performed by the students throughout the tests, the
nature of multiple choice tests the students prefer to do, and compared the positive and negative views
about written and online tests. The data was collected by administering the questionnaires’, conducting
interview and quiz with the students and observing their behavior during written and online tests.

Radhika.S and G. Vanithamani (2015) investigated the Students Awareness and Attitude
towards Government Examinations. The study mainly focused on the College students to create
attention towards various government examinations such as TNPSC, IBPS, SSC, RRB and UPSC
conducted by the Central and the State Government for the recruitment for the various government
sectors which will help them to plan,orient,prepare and appear for their examination with a target
to attain their ambition and step up in their career . To structure this study in a qualitative manner,
the exploratory research method was employed by the investigators.They used self constructed
questionnaire for conducting survey. About 50 respondents were chosen as the respondents. The
convenience sampling was used in this study. The facts for this study was collected using both
primary and secondary data collection method, then analysed and interpreted using statistical tools
like percentage analysis, ranking and chi-square test.

Simon Cassidy (2008) viewed that the degree to which individuals are able to nominate
or change their approach to learning in order to meet the needs of the learning situation opens a
lengthy and complex debate. The present study examined the relationship between approaches to
learning and competitive attitude among the Undergraduate students. Previous research has reported
a link between constructs such as achievement orientation and personality traits and cognitive
strategies and it was suggested here that competitive attitude may be one mediating factor in students’
approaches to learning. Findings did not reveal a convincing relationship between competitiveness
and approaches to learning and it is suggested that further exploration of trait constructs such as
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competitiveness may not yield meaningful evidence regarding the stability of students’ approaches
to learning. There was also no evidence that the student experience of higher education cultivates
competitiveness in students as cross-sectional comparisons of student year groups revealed only
negligible and statistically non-significant differences in competitive attitude.

METHODOLOGY ADOPTED FOR CONSTRUCTION AND STANDARDISATION
OF THE TOOL

Description of the Tool

Since no standardized tools were available for assessing the attitude of prospective teachers
towards Competitive Examinations, the investigator decided to construct the tool with the help of the
research supervisor. Extensive review of related literature was done to select the suitable variable
pertinent to the independent variable, attitude of prospective teachers towards the competitive
examinations. As the independent variable is the attitude towards the competitive examination the
following four dimensions were chosen for framing the attitude scale after consulting with the Research
supervisor and the field experts. The investigator constructed the Attitude towards Competitive
Examination (ATCE) Questionnaire for prospective teachers. The scale used for the pilot study consists
of 40 statements. The statement of the Questionnaire is categorized under the four dimensions of
Reflection about exam preparation, Academic Recognition, Awareness about the Competitive Exam
and Perception about online mode exam.

Table 1: shows dimension wise analysis of the statements in the questionnaire for
assessing Attitude towards Competitive Examinations (ATCE)

S. No. | Dimensions Statements Positive Negative Total
Statements Statements
1. Reflection about exam 1-18 17 1 18
preparation
. Academic Recognition 19-28 9 1 10
3. Awareness about the 29 - 38 8 2 10
Competitive Exam
4. Perception about online 39-40 1 1 2
mode exam

Scoring Procedure: The tool consists of 40 statements The respondents were asked to put
a tick (V) mark against each statement under one of the five responses such as Strongly Agree,
Agree, Undecided and Disagree. For the positive statement score of 4 was given to the response
of Strongly Agree, 3 to Agree, 2 for Undecided and 1 for Disagree, and the scores in the reversible
order was given for negative statements. The total scores were then calculated. The maximum score
was 160 and the Minimum score was 1.

ESTABLISHING CONTENT VALIDITY

The draft tool was given to the educationists who verified the content of the tools with the
objectives and expressed their opinion regarding the suitability of the content of the tools. Based
on their suggestions, the draft tool was modified. Then the tool was given to another expert to verify
the Tamil translation. Thus, the content validity of the tool was established
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PILOT STUDY

The tool was administrated to the sample of the 110 prospective teachers studying in B.Ed.,
colleges of Education a Cronbach’s Alpha method was used to find out the reliability of the tool
pursuing teaching practice in the schools of the Chennai District.

RELIABILITY

A reliability coefficient measures the accuracy of a test or measuring instrument obtained by
measuring the 110 responses by using the SPSS to find out the item total Cronbach’s alpha correlation
of the 110 individuals screened twice and computing the correlation by the Cronbach’s Alpha method.
Therefore, the reliability value is 0.888 which is found to be highly reliable. The statements which
have a value above 0.3 and 0.7 and below levels were selected for the final study. Thus, out of 40
statements, 34 statements were selected for the final study.

Table 2 shows the details of the items selected as the final statement based on the statistical
analysis.

Table 2: Statement Analysis for Attitude towards Competitive Examinations (ATCE)
prospective teachers and Selection of Statements for Final Study.

Q. No Item Total Correlation Item Total Correlation Item selected for final study
Screening - | Screening - I
1 577 577 selected
2 .506 .506 selected
3 .362 .362 selected
4 456 456 selected
5 420 420 selected
6 .381 .381 selected
7 Iltem Removed Iltem Removed Iltem Removed
8 458 A58 selected
9 . ltem Removed ltem Removed ltem Removed
10 .383 .383 selected
11 .353 .353 selected
12 436 436 selected
13 .363 .363 selected
14 .610 .610 selected
15 372 372 selected
16 .535 .535 selected
17 377 377 selected
18 .386 .386 selected
19 419 419 selected
20 .353 .353 selected
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Q. No Item Total Correlation Item Total Correlation Item selected for final study
Screening - | Screening - I
21 571 571 selected
22 433 433 selected
23 .361 .361 selected
24 427 A27 selected
25 428 428 selected
26 .354 .354 selected
27 .379 379 selected
28 .525 .525 selected
29 Iltem Removed ltem Removed ltem Removed
30 484 484 selected
31 442 442 selected
32 .363 .363 selected
33 435 435 selected
34 Iltem Removed ltem Removed ltem Removed
35 Iltem Removed ltem Removed ltem Removed
36 .370 .370 selected
37 496 496 selected
38 447 447 selected
39 .524 524 selected
40 Iltem Removed ltem Removed ltem Removed

Validity: Face validity and content validity was established by getting the expert opinion from
experienced Teacher Educators and Teachers. The square root of the reliability gives the validity
of the tool (Garrett 1979). The square root of the reliability value of 0.888 was found to be 0.942
which is also highly valid.

Table 3 indicates the Dimension-wise distribution of selected items in Attitude towards Competitive
Examinations Questionnaire for prospective teachers.

Table 3: Dimensions- Wise Distribution of Selected items in Attitude towards Competitive
Examinations (Atce) Questionnaire for Prospective Teachers and
Selection of Statements for Final Study.

S. No. Dimensions Statements Positive Negative Total
Statements Statements
1. Reflection about exam 1-18 15 1 16
preparation
2. Academic Recognition 19-28 9 1 10
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S. No. Dimensions Statements Positive Negative Total
Statements Statements
3. Awareness about the 29 - 38 5 2 7
Competitive Exam
4. Perception about online 39-40 1 0 1
mode exam
Total number of items 34
(final draft )

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

The construction and standardization of the scale was found to be highly reliable and valid to
measure the level of attitude of prospective teachers towards the competitive examinations. Hence,
the standardized scale can be used for the main study by the investigator to measure the extent
level of attitude of prospective teachers towards the competitive examinations.

The emphasis on sustaining Quality in Teacher Education and the Competitive examinations being
conducted by the Central and the state government for recruitment for the posts in the various sectors
necessitates the awareness to be created among the prospective teachers regarding Competitive
examinations to pursue their desirable course in Higher Education, research and get permanent
recruitment in the field of Teacher Education. This helps them to be aware of the scope in the field
of Teacher Education, gain knowledge about the various courses related to Teacher Education, Job
opportunities in various sectors related to Teacher Education, henceforth develop positive attitude
towards Competitive Examination.as they are realize it is the stepping stone for their future endeavor..
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Poverty and Everyday: A Sociological Analysis
Mohammed Adhil N.*

The intergenerational and everyday reproductions of poverty and the inequalities it generates are
a much-contested field of anthropological and sociological enquiry. In anthropological studies on
poverty, the 1960s debates around the idea of the culture of poverty propounded by Oscar Lewis in
his 1959 work Five Families: Mexican Case Studies in the Culture of Poverty has been a defining
moment. Lewis’s understanding of poverty as a distinct and self-sustaining system with its own
language and organization proposes a ‘culture of poverty’, which is a set of behaviours and beliefs
imbibed and transmitted through generations. This assumes the poor as a group outside the larger
society with a distinct value system; a value system which perpetuates their poverty and an escape
from which is possible only through individual reformation of the poor.

Lewis had had his contenders as well as followers. Frazier’s study on the disorganized lives of
the black poor and Moyihan'’s conclusion on the backwardness of African Americans as stemming out
of their cultural patterns distinct from the whites affirm this concept of culture of poverty (Frazier.1962)
(Moynihan.1965). However, an insistence on the necessity to interrogate the structural constitution of
poverty has critiqued Lewis and his followers for blinding towards the engagements of the poor with
the larger society and for blaming the underprivileged sections for their ways of life and behaviour
(Goode and Eames.1996). Here, the structural constraints that mould the ways of life and behaviour of
the poor are understood as being exercised in different institutions like schools and other educational
institutions thus reproducing the values and belief system of the poor, which isn’t an exclusive system
of beliefs and values. While making their argument that the removal of these structural constraints
and obstacles that are laid upon the poor is necessary for their assimilation into the larger society
and asserting the important role and duty of governmental and non-governmental bodies in this
endeavour, the structural understandings are, but denying any agency for the poor.

This essay, thus, makes a case against these readings for its presumption of the poor as an
already constituted category and everyday as a passive site where poverty is enacted, and for its
inability to take into account the different ways in which the poor negotiate in their everyday life. Instead,
to examine the reproduction of poverty in the everyday of the urban poor the essay understands
the category of urban poor or the state of being poor as constantly and differently constituted in its
everyday, where every day is a site with potentiality for reproduction or reconstitution of the category
of urban poor. Exploring the engagements between the urban poor and various state and non-state
agencies the paper looks into how these agencies in their attempt to understand and deal with the
urban poor provide a particular order to this chaotic or unstable category. Here, the urban poor, in
their negotiations with these agencies further reproduce themselves. To make this enquiry the essay
draws from the ethnographic accounts of Veena Das and Walton (Das and Walton 2015).

Many of the sociological and anthropological studies on the reproduction of inequality in the
everyday of the urban poor assume the poor as an already constituted and pre-given category whose
engagement in the routine field of everyday reproduces structural inequalities and violence leading to
its continuance and intergenerational transmission (MacLeod.2009). A large number of studies in this
respect have used Bourdieu’s concept of Habitus, which explains how individual actions and one’s
learned social norms and conditions influence their further actions and behaviours, to see how human
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actions reflect their social conditions and situations (ibid). These studies, however, presume the poor
as locked in a larger structure hostile to them and thus unable to move out of it. In contrast to this, we
understand the urban poor not as an already constituted category but as differently constituted and
reproduced in the potential field of every day. Here, the poor are not passive recipients or spectators
who shape their lives according to their structural constraints but are engaged in a constant and
active struggle with their socio-economic and political conditions to ensure their survival and bring
about transformations in their lives. Similarly, as largely held, the unequal position of the urban poor
vis-a-vis the larger society is not reproduced intact, instead it is constantly reconstituted in different
manners through the poor’s varied engagements. The material scarcity, that defines the lives of the
urban poor are not merely limiting and constraining their engagements but also providing a resource
for their everyday negotiations with the larger structure. The Current Anthropology special edition
on poverty explores the diverse ways in which poverty is experienced in different parts of the world,
through a close analysis of the ways in which politics, ethics, and aesthetics make up the texture of
the everyday of urban poor, and argues that the ‘socialities that undergird the lives of the poor are
constantly being shaped by the experiences of precarity that go beyond material scarcity’.

Here, rather than understanding poverty or the condition of being poor on the basis of material
scarcity alone, the possibilities of the precarious nature of poor lives and the instabilities generated
due to poverty are also explored. This, while, constraining and limiting the engagements of the urban
poor, also, provides them with resources for their everyday struggles for survival and transformations.
This is made possible due to the fragile nature and potentiality of the urban poor’s everyday. It is this
fragile and potential everyday that is the paper’s key point in understanding poverty.

Cultural theorists, analysing the mysterious and strange nature of everyday have already
contested the more common understanding of everyday as a relentlessly routinized and obvious
space of human actions. Ben Highmore, in his work Everyday and Cultural Theory argues, ‘everyday
life offers itself up as a problem, a contradiction, a paradox: both ordinary and extraordinary, self-
evident and opaque, known and unknown obvious and enigmatic’ (Highmore. 2002). Innovations
in reading everyday have been defining in anthropological studies as well. Veena Das’s work Life
and Words, which studies the effects of extreme violence in everyday life, is an exploration of the
relationship between event and everyday. Working on the violence of the partition of India in 1947
and the massacres of Sikhs in India in 1984 she shows that both violence and its curing grow out
everyday, stating, ‘by addressing the theme of social suffering, | try to show that the answer to
these dangers is not some kind of an ascent in to transcendent but a descent into everyday life’
(Das.2007). For her, events are always attached to everyday and the ordinary; ‘events attaches
itself with its tentacles into the everyday life and folds itself into the recess of the ordinary’; hence
making everyday itself eventful with a capacity to unfold(ibid).

A very similar position is advocated by Clara Han in her essay ‘Precariousness and Everyday
Life’, which examines the fragility of everyday life itself, in the context of violence produced out of
the cluster of conditions involving urban gangs, criminal networks, forms of police violence and
urban poverty among the low-income neighbourhood of Santiago. She argues that it is the everyday
life itself which is marked by loss and violence that mysteriously ‘offers the care that heals’ it. Her
ethnographic portrayal of people’s expressions of loss and violence in everyday life shows that living
and dying are folded together in their conditions of poverty and violence and explores the ways
in which life in the neighbourhood is marked by loss. Simultaneous to these conditions of poverty,
violence and loss that define their everyday life, they remake their world through other practices.

In short, these works present the notion of everyday as a complex fragile and dynamic field with
immense potentialities to reconstitute and reproduce the conditions of different people’s existence. It
is this everyday that is a key point in this study of the reproduction of poverty and inequality among
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the urban poor and their engagements with the various state and non-state agencies. Here, poverty,
rather than being a fixed and stable entity, is a dynamic constitution that is produced out of the act
of being poor in everyday and is constituted in the complex relations of the poor in their everyday
life. It is these relations that include all social and institutional engagements that constitute the urban
poor’s everyday which however, does not emancipate them from the state of being poor but instead
leads to the continuance of their act of being poor. It is the everyday of the urban poor that is their
poverty and it is the relations in this everyday that places them in a state of being poor. Thus, it is with
this complex and dynamic entity that the various state and non-state agencies are engaging with.

Veena Das’s and Walton’s work ‘Political Leadership and the Urban Poor: Local Histories’
provides an ethnographic study of the Punjabi Basti in West Delhi and squatter colony in Noida
focusing on the everyday engagement of the urban poor of these colonies with state agencies which
they struggle to contest and negotiate with. This work is remarkable for its exposing of the political
collectivities of the urban poor and for contesting the widely held notion of the urban poor as a
passive population regulated by the state or other agencies whose everyday constraints make any
political engagements impossible. Here, in these cases, the crisis over housing leads the members
of these low-income settlements to organize themselves to collective action and to negotiate their
wants in front of law and bureaucracy. In the Punjabi Basti, a powerful private foundation-ramjas
foundation claimed the land in which the Basti is located and made legal attempts by filing a case
against individual members of the Basti demanding evacuation. The dwellers of the Basti reacted
by forming a collective movement platform, Punjabi Basti Sudhar Samiti. The local leaders here,
themselves conducted surveys and counting to sketch out an authorized map of the colony and
handed over it to the development authority, thus successfully authorizing their colony. Unlike this,
the issue in the squatter colony in Noida was between local settled populations and migrant dwellers
of the colony and the survey of the colony was undertaken by the authorities themselves as per
the legal plea of the colony dwellers against a case filed by the local population. Discussing these
ethnographies, Das and Walton expose the existence of the technologies of governance outside the
domain of bureaucracy where it is generally located and the negotiations of the members of these
low-income settlements with these technologies of governance. Examining the different scales of
social life such as law, bureaucracy and local everyday networks, they show how these institutions
while regulating and constraining the everyday life of these neighbourhoods also provide resources
for their struggles for survival and betterment of their life conditions. They also show the engagement
of local leaders with political leaders out of their locality and how they constantly negotiate with
bureaucrats and officials to manipulate rules and regulations and also to produce documents claiming
requirements like electricity and water supply. Das and Walton also note people largely turn up to
vote, as they fear staying away from elections would affect their citizenship or privileges. The work
notes, ‘These kinds of considerations and calculations might not constitute politics in the purest form
as Arendt envisaged it, but we claim that it is in the process of engaging the legal, administrative
and democratic resources that are available to them — in courts, in offices of the bureaucrats, and
in the party offices, that the poor learn to become political actors and not simply recipients of the
state’s benefits.” (Das and Walton.2015)

This work, thus, exposes the various engagements of the dwellers of two low-income settlements
at a point when they were faced with a crisis over housing. The everyday of these people is constituted
by these collective struggles and their engagements with different governmental and non-governmental
bodies to negotiate with the officials and manipulate techniques of governance. It is this continuous
constitution of this everyday that produces a state of being poor. Here, poverty is not merely an
expression of material scarcity faced by low-income sections of the urban population which sets them
apart from the larger society; instead, poverty is the everyday of these people which is constituted not
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merely by the scarcity of resources but also by struggles for survival forcing political engagements
and negotiations with various bodies, and, also, manipulations of available forces and possibilities.

An analysis of Das’ and Walton’s case studies of the two colonies and their dwellers’ engagements
with governmental bodies, also shows the ways in which the state attempts to give a particular sense
and order to the chaotic constitution of the poor population of the urban spaces. As already mentioned,
in the squatter colony, the state authority responded to the issue that erupted between the migrant
dwellers of the colony and the local population by surveying and thus officially authorizing the colony.
However, the study also makes it clear that the state survey was not a peaceful process, but was
continuously manipulated and contested by the settlers until its final formation, leading to a newer
set of problems. Roma Chatterji’'s and Deepak Mehta’s work, Living with Violence: An Anthropology
of Event and Everyday Life, while discussing the state’s attempt to document the contours of the
dharawi slum of Mumbai points towards instances of such negotiations, in this case, an engagement
with and manipulations of the grounds on which legality is constituted. It is argued in the work, that
‘the very process of establishing a legal boundary around a slum creates a new zone in which the
very ground by which legality is constituted is open to negotiation and criticism. Thus even though
the writ of the state is supposed to operate as an injunction, it is also open to dialogue and debate’
and claims that, even though this doesn’t provide any certainty regarding the slum dwellers’ right
to habitation, it definitely ‘gives them a ‘certain agentive capacity to build their lives in the city of
Bombay’(Chatterji and Mehta. 2007. The paper understands that in these engagements between
the urban poor and the various governmental and non-governmental bodies, the urban poor are
not a fixed or pre-given category, but are continuously constituted and reconstituted. Also, it is the
precarious and fragile nature of their everyday, marked by constant contestation and negotiation
with their existing conditions that make this immense reconstitution possible. Here, poverty is not
merely an expression of material scarcity faced by low-income sections of the urban population
which sets them apart from the larger society; instead, poverty is this very everyday of these people.

Veena Das’ essay, ‘State, Citizenship and the Urban Poor’, which studies the above-discussed
case of political struggle over housing in the squatter colony of Noida, looks into these diverse
everyday negotiations of the urban poor with the governmental bodies and the ways in which
the government deals with the chaotic constitution of the urban poor. Das, here, contests Partha
Chatterjee’s notion of the urban poor as a political society who is governed through exceptions
and negotiations, as population and not as right owning citizens who are part of the civil society
and argues, “Chatterjee tends to work with binaries of those who govern and the governed, legal
and illegal, governmentally produced population and moral community, civil society and political
society — whereas my attempt is to show how these concepts bleed into each other and produce
the capacity to make claims on the State as a way of claiming citizenship” (Das, 2011) In the work,
she explores the dynamic relationship between concepts of life, law and exception which provide
the possibilities for the urban poor’s claims over citizenship and examining the relation between the
state, performance of citizenship and constitutive powers of law in the site of everyday life, argues,
‘the attention to the minutiae of everyday life allows us to bring into view the complex agencies at
play here in the claim to citizenship’(Ibid). Here, analyzing the exceptions that the state provides to
preserve life and ensure the minimum survival of the urban poor neighbourhoods, Das, differentiates
this notion of life from the idea of life developed from Foucault’'s idea of biopower and Agamben’s
bare life, as this life is not managed by state or is exclusively biological.

To conclude, an analysis of the ethnographic accounts of Veena Das and Walton makes clear
that, the urban poor, as commonly understood, is not a fixed or pre-given category whose poverty
is enacted in the passive site of their everyday. Nor are they clearly defined by a distinct ‘culture of
poverty’ whose everyday and intergenerational reproductions maintain their fixed state of being poor.
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Instead, the reproduction of inequalities associated with poverty in the everyday life of the urban
poor needs a reconsideration of the idea of everyday as a passive site of human enactment, and
a rethinking of the neat understanding of the constitution of poverty and inequality in the everyday
of the urban poor. Here, everyday is a potential field of reproduction and reconstitution, and it is
the precarious nature of urban poor lives that continuously reproduces their state of being poor.
And their poverty is constituted in the process of their different everyday acts of being poor, which
are their varied forms of struggles and negotiations for survival and betterment of their conditions.
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A Brief Historical Note on the Origin and Migration of
the Monpas of Arunachal Pradesh

Tenzin Thekcho*

ABSTRACT

The Monpa do not have any origin myth in their local oral tradition, but the origin myth
described in Bonpo and Tibetan Buddhist sources provides us with the earliest ancestors of
the Tibetan and Himalayan people. Many sources state that Monpa are the descendants of
one of the earliest four or six clans that emerged either from the egg or the apes. The migration
of the Monpa can be inferred from the genetic and linguistic research on the broader south
and southeast Asian region in the prehistoric period. From the seventh century, when Tibetan
literary development occurred, there are several records of the migration of peoples from the
Tibetan plateau due to various political and religious reasons. In the subsequent period, many
of the ruling clans of the Mon region descended from the Tibetan prince and subsequently, the
development of the socio-political and economic progress occurred. The present study is an
attempt to briefly analyse the origin and migration of the Monpa of Arunachal Pradesh based
mainly on some primary and secondary textual sources.

Keywords: Monpa, Origin, Migration, Tibetan Prince,

INTRODUCTION

The history of the Monpa people is shrouded in mystery and myth, with scarce literary and almost
no archaeological records. Monpa is one of the only two tribes in Arunachal Pradesh that have written
script in the form of Bodic script, the other tribe being the Tai Khampti tribe. The written language is
mainly confined to religious literature and monastic studies with little historical importance. The Bodic
script probably came to be used in the Mon area from the 11™ century CE onwards with the spread of
different sects of Tibetan Buddhism and the establishment of several Monasteries. Although Monpas
lack historical records to reconstruct their origin and migration history, there are sufficient textual records
in Tibetan literature attributed to both Tibetan and native authors about the Monpas and Monyul.

Some important primary sources in Tibetan literature written by native authors that explicitly deal
with the history of the Monyul are the Gyelric Junkhung Selve Dronme (Tib. Rgyal-rigs byung-khung
gsal-bai’i sgron-mme)' and Lo-gyu (Tib. Lo-rgyus)? attributed to an author named Wagindra (Lama
Ngawang) of Jyar (Tib. byar) clan.® These two texts are written in the 17" or 18™ century and the
former traces the origin and genealogy of all the ruling clans of the eastern Bhutan and the present-
day Mon region, and the latter text portrays the prevailing social, religious and political situation of
the time. Some other Tibetan texts written by the native author are Pema Lingpa’s autobiography
and Sindha Radza’s biography. Many ancient Tibetan literature also mention in passing references
about the Mon region. Besides, the Monpas also have a rich oral tradition in the form of folklore,
myths, and legends. These oral folklore are mostly mythical and legend but provide some crucial
glimpses into their origin and migration in the past.
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Before dwelling on the historical background of the Monpa, it is imperative to understand the
term Monpa and the Monyul as a region in the past. Mon and the Monyul referred to diverse people
and geographical regions at different times, and its precise definition has been a debatable issue
among scholars, especially in the context of the ancient period. Many authors have described the
Mon region as a loosely defined region located on the southern slopes of the Himalayas from Ladakh
in the west to Mechukha, the Tuting region of AP in the east. Over the period, the Mon region’s
geographical area decreased as new geopolitical areas such as Ladakh and Nepal were carved
out. Later, Lho-Mon or southern Mon, was used to refer to the eastern Himalayan region, including
Sikkim, Bhutan, and the present Mon region. The region Shar-Mon (Eastern Mon), which constitutes
eastern Bhutan and the Mon region of Arunachal Pradesh, was a part of the broader Lho-Mon.*

Following the establishment of the Bhutan state by Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal of the
Drukpa Kagyu sect in the mid-seventeenth century, the usage of the term Mon for the region
gradually disappeared. The new territories of Bhutan and Sikkim were eager to remove the name
Mon attached to their country. Therefore, they began applying their own religious and social identities
to their places, such as Drukpa, Druk-Yul (the land of Dragon), or Dre-Jong (the Rice Valley). From
the late-seventeenth century, the usage of the term Mon is further pushed toward the eastern side
of Bhutan, i.e., east Bhutan and the present-day Mon region called Shar-Mon together. The Shar-
Mon further dissolved into the Mon of Bhutan and Tibet, but only the Shar-Mon of Tibet was called
Mon or Monyul, while the Shar-Mon of Bhutan gradually merged into Drug-Yul.® The name Monpa
or Monyul continued to be used in the remaining part of the Shar-Mon under Tibetan rule, while it
was progressively discontinued in Bhutan. The Tibetan administration further defined the territory
of Monyul and extended the Tibetan administration. The extent of the geographical region called
Monyul was first described clearly in the 1680 AD proclamation of the 5" Dalai Lama proclaiming
formal suzerainty over Monyul. After the Shimla Agreement of 1914, most of the Tibet Mon region
comprising the present-day Monpas of Arunachal Pradesh state came within the control of British
India, though in practice, it was effectively under Tibetan rule. After Independence in 1951, this region
was formally brought under the union of India based on the Shimla agreement.

ORIGIN MYTHS AND LEGENDS

The origin of human civilisation and the Tibetan race in the Tibetan plateau is narrated in both
the Buddhist and the Bonpo texts. The first generation of clans varies in numbers in both the sources
but generally includes the Bra, Dong, Bru, Ga and the inferior Pa and Da or the Se, Dong, Tong
and Mu clan. Both Buddhists and the Bonpo broadly provide four or six original ancestors known
as ‘four clans of little man’ (Tib. Mi’u rigs bzhi) and ‘six clans of little man’ (Tib. Mi’'u gdung drug) as
the progenitor of the Tibetan and Himalayan people.

The Buddhist origin myth traces the ancestry of all Tibetan and Himalayan people to a male
Monkey Pha Tregan Jangchup Sempa (a male emanation of Boddhisatva Avalokiteshvara) and Ma
Drak sinmo or she-demon of the Rocks (a female manifestation of Goddess Tara). This popular
Buddhist origin myth is mentioned in various ancient Tibetan literature, including the Gyalric text.
The holy union between them resulted in the birth of six offspring who became the first six clans
of Tibet.> Some Bonpo texts also mention the six clans as the ancestors of the Tibetan people and
the six delegates of the world who appeared before the ‘six clans of little man’. The ‘six clans of
the little man’ were the sons of Thri-to Chen-po (Tib. Khri-tho-chen-po), who appeared from the ‘six
delegates of the world’ as the Cha (Tib. Phya), the Mu (Tib. Dmu), the Tsug (Tib. gtsugs), the Nyan
(Tib. gnyan), the ye and ngam, who were in this world before the ‘six clans of little man’ by the wishes
of the Ye-Mon Gyalpo (Tib. ye-smon rgyal-po) the King of Wishes and other Gods.”
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In some texts, the ancestors of the Tibetan race are described as four in number instead of
six, i.e., Dong (Tib. Idong), Tong (Tib. stong), se and Mu (Tib. smu). The earliest Tibetan Buddhist
source to describe the ‘four clans of little man’ is Kachem Kakholma (Tib. bka-chems ka-khol-ma), a
Terma text attributed to the Tibetan emperor Songtsen Gampo and discovered by Atisha Dipamkara
Srijnana (980-1054). The same four races are also mentioned in several other Tibetan texts in the
subsequent period. In some sources, the earliest four clans who branched are described as Ye-
sang (Ldong), Ye-mon (Stong), Chang-thrig (Se) and lastly, Mon-ju (Rmu). The text also includes
neighbouring Chinese and Mongols to the four clans, i.e., gi shang rgya, Gyim jang Hor, Khale mon
and Spu rgyal bod. The third, Kha-le-Mon, is the origin of Mon, which was developed into three
different groups: the Mon proper (Mon rang rgyud pa), Mi-nyag in the Tibet and China border region
and kongpo. According to Chabpel, the present Monyul people belong to the group Mon Proper.®
According to R. S. Stein, although the Tibetans consider the six original clans their ancestor, they
regard them as ‘wild people’ and non-Tibetan Aboriginals.®

According to the Bonpo sources, the origin of the world, the people, gods and demons all are
said to have ultimately emerged from a cosmic egg. However, the myth has significant variations
regarding the number of eggs, the colour shapes and sizes. In some sources, the world was created
from two cosmic eggs, a white and a black in colour. From the white egg emerged nine brothers
and sisters; from the black egg eight brothers and eight sisters. The nineteen brothers from the
white eggs are the ancestors of all the gods and goddesses of Tibet, and all the demons and spirits
descended from the black egg. One of the nine sons from the white egg, Sije Jangkar’s (Tib. srid-rje
Brang dkar) duty was the continuation of the world. He has nine sons called the nine gods of heaven
(gnam) and nine daughters called nine goddesses of heaven. The nine Gods of heaven are the
primary ancestors of the clan Mu, one of Tibet's first four or six clans.'® According to many Tibetan
textual sources, the Monpas are also said to have descended from the Mu clan. Interestingly, the
Brokpas, the nomadic pastoralists of the Mon region, also have the concept of the egg as the origin
myth of the Yak."

THE MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE MONPA

Due to the heterogeneous nature of the Monpa people, with diverse languages and clans, their
migration story is also varied. Even different villages have their unique migration story in their local
oral tradition. Though these myths could represent the migration story of the common populace of
the Monpa, various political and religious ruling clans of the Mon region have their genealogy tracing
back to the Lhasey Tsnagma, the elder brother of King Thri-song Detsen of Tibet in the Gyalric text.
This text helps reconstruct the migration and ancestor tree of different clans from the eighth century
onwards, but the migration and settlement of the ordinary Monpa people in prehistoric periods is
difficult. Moreover, from the 7" century onwards, there was a continued influx of people from the
Tibetan plateau towards the southern slope of the Himalayas to escape political turmoil and religious
persecution. Legends of many sacred hidden places called Baiyul (Tib. Bas-yul), which open up
during political turmoil to provide a safe haven, are said to be located in the Himalayas. Many of
the textual records of the past do not dwell before the period of King Songsten Gampo, particularly
in the context of the reference to the Mon area. Therefore, such a paucity of literature has posed a
challenge to studying the migration of the people in the eastern Himalayas.

Genetic and linguistic study has become a vital field of study in the present day to study the
evolution and migration pattern of our early ancestors. Unfortunately, such a comprehensive study
in this field is lacking in the Himalayan region, particularly the eastern Himalayas. However, much
broader linguistic and genetic studies of different population groups in southeast, east and South
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Asia have shed little light on the migration pattern of people in this region in ancient times. Thus,
from different studies, we can form a general idea of the early migration of the original inhabitants
of Monyul in the prehistoric period. Accordingly, through the genetic and linguistic study, the local
populace or the original inhabitants of the Monyul can be inferred to have migrated from various
parts of Asia, such as far northeastern, eastern, and far western regions of the Tibetan plateau and
Burma-Yunnan border area between 3000 BCE and 7" century CE in successive waves and settled
here subsequently. Around 4500 to 5500 years ago, there were successive waves of migration of
Tibeto-Burman people southward to Yunnan-Burma borders and then westward to Indian Borders
as far as Nepal. Several groups have settled on the southern Himalayan slope via this route.'?

Moreover, there are certain linguistic and cultural similarities between different ethnic groups
of Tibet and the eastern Himalayan region. Such similarities between these people interspersed
with various ethnic groups point to their common origin and migration in the distant past. There is an
interesting connection between the ancient Qiang people, the Zhangzhung empire, and the Kongpo
people with the people of the Himalayan slope, including the Tamang, Gurung of Nepal, Lepcha of
Sikkim, and the Monpas. Before the unification of Tibet by Songsten Gampo, the Zhangzhung in
Western Tibet, Azha, Minyak, and Qiang in north-east Tibet, and Kongpo people in southeast Tibet
had an independent kingdom with a distinct culture belonging to the Tibeto-Burman group but spoke
a non-Tibetan language. These regions were considered foreign nations with distinct cultures and
traditions before subsuming into the Yarlung dynasty. After the annexation, their culture and language
assimilated into the Yarlung empire considerably.

The ancient Qiang/Chiang were nomadic pastoralists who lived in northeastern Tibet. They
spoke an old Tibetan dialect and gradually migrated towards the west and south during the beginning
of the Christian era, populated the Tibetan plateau, and went as far as the southern Himalayan
slope.’® The ancient Qiang people and their descendants, including the Minyak and the Gyalrong
speaker’s language, are more related to the proto-Tibeto-Burman but are non-Bodic/Tibetan. Systematic
subjugation by various powers might have led them to be dispersed throughout the Tibetan plateau.
However, limited resources and stiff competition with Bodic speakers might have pushed some of
them beyond the Himalayas into Monyul.'*

The early migration of some Chiang people from northeastern Tibet to extreme western Tibet
and Kashmir led to the establishment of the ancient Zhangzhung Empire, whose antiquity goes back
to 1200 BC. Like the Qiangic tribe, their language is also Tibeto-Burman but non-Bodic/Tibetan.
Traces of the Zhangzhung language can still be found in the later Tibetan dialects and the language
of the Himalayan region, such as Bhotia, Hrusso, Dafla, Dhimal and Kinnauri."® Many ancient
architectures and structures in the Zhangzhung archaeological complex are associated with the
‘Ancient Mon’, considered inauspicious and pre-Buddhist by the local people. There are structures
such as Mondur (Mon tombs), Monpe'’i Durkhung (tombs of the Mén), Monndo (Mon stones), Monra
(Mon enclosures), and Monkhang (Mon houses).'® The Yarlung Empire subsequently subsumed
this empire under King Songtsen Gampo. After the defeat, many of the ZhangZhung clan and Bon
followers escaped to the southern fringe or slope of the Himalayas to escape cultural and religious
intolerance. There are also records of Zhangzhung Bon clans, like Kal and Mon, who were forced to
relocate to the southern fringe of the Himalayas. These clans could have been the Tibeto-Burman,
Non-Bodic, non-Buddhist people of the south slope of the Himalayas.

The Kongpo people of Tibet, situated in southeast Tibet, are strongly linked with the Tsangla/
Brahmi speaker of the Dirang and the Kalaktang Monpa, with cultural similarities in dress and others.
According to Tim Bodt, the similarities between the Kongpo people and the East Bodish speaker
in Monyul might indicate a common origin from a cultural complex in south-eastern Tibet. The East
Bodish language might represent the ancient tongue of the Kongpo region.'” We can, therefore,
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conclude from the preceding explanation that the original Monpa people most likely moved from
areas like Tibet, Burma, and China in antiquity. In the following period, there was continuous migration
from Tibet to the present times in different batches. While the local population has been settled here
since ancient times, the aristocratic and priestly classes migrated from Tibet to the later period, with
the tolerant and accommodative nature of the native Monpa, migrating people from the north easily
assimilated into the region.

From the 9" century AD, the exile of monk prince Lhasey Tshangma, the elder brother of Tri
Ralpa Chan and his descendants who became the local rulers, was described in detail in Gyalric text.
According to this text, Lhasey Tshangma arrived in Monyul in 837-38 AD and settled at Mizimkhar in
Tshankhar (near Tashi Gang, eastern Bhutan). He had two sons, Thrimi (enthroned) Lhai Wangchuk
and Chebu (the beloved) Thonglek Chan. Officers and the subjects of that area invited the former to
Tawang to become their chief. After the sixth generation of Lhai Wangchuk, his descendants were
known as the Lhai Khampa or Khampa Jowo clan, founded by Gongkar Je and became the chief
of Lhau Tso or the Lhau district of present Tawang. From the descendants of Gongkar Je’s younger
son Tsunchung, prominent descendants such as Berkhar Jowo of Shar Tso, Rui-Poi-Khar Jowo of
Seru Tso, and Pawo Dung Jowo of Shar Tso emerged. At the same time, the elder son, Dzo ki, went
to Shar Derang and founded the Jowo of Shar Derang. The family of the sixth Dalai lama belonged
to the Berkhar Jowo family. After some generations, one of the descendants of Tsunching married
a lady from the Namshu village, and the Dungkharpa clan was established in Dirang.'®

The younger son of Lhasey Tshangma i.e., Chebu Thong Leg Tsan, succeeded him and inherited
the castle at Mizimpa at Tsankhar. He had three sons: Thri Ten-pal, Gongkar Gyal and Pel-ki-dar.
In the 16™ century, one of the descendants of Gongkar Gyal, i.e., Trangpo Dar, moved to Shar Dom
Kha, presently known as Domkho. The ruling clan of Morshing, Domkho and Thembang villages
trace their ancestry from Trangpo Dar and are known as Bapu instead of Jowo. Gongkar Gyal had
four wives; a son named Gapde Tsan was Born from the fourth wife. He had two son- Gungle Gyal
and Wongme Peldar. Several generations from Wongme Peldar, an unknown Monpa king, had four
sons; from eldest to youngest, their names were Khochi lu, Sharchokpa, Attajepu and Dirkhipa. They
became the founders of the four clans in the Thembang area.’® The ruling clan of Domkho and
Morshing controlled the Indian duar along the foothills and gained the Indian title, Bapu.

CONCLUSION

The study of the origin, migration and early settlement history of the Monpa is challenging due
to the paucity of proper historical sources and the lack of extensive genetic and linguistic study on
the subjects. Inferences from the linguistic and genetic research in South and Southeast Asia provide
some insights into the prehistoric origin and migration of the Monpa. However, proper research in
this area is lacking, and further study may shed new light. From various textual sources, a general
idea about the origin and the migration of the Monpas can be reconstructed from multiple Tibetan
textual sources with corroboration and addition from the local oral tradition. However, every village,
clan and sub-clan have their own oral narratives on their origin and migration and in-depth research
on this subject with extensive comparative analysis from the textual sources may provide greater
clarity and new interpretation in the future.
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Hamlet as a Shakespearean Tragedy: A Critical Study

Ajaykumar Natvarbhai Doriya*

INTRODUCTION

Hamlet is often called an “Elizabethan revenge play”, the theme of revenge against an evil
usurper driving the plot forward as in earlier stage works by Shakespeare’'s contemporaries, Kyd
and Marlowe, as well as by the. As in those works avenging a moral injustice, an affront to both
man and God. In this case, regicide (killing a king) is a particularly monstrous crime, and there is
no doubt as to whose side our sympathies are disposed.

As in many revenge plays, and, in fact, several of Shakespeare’s other tragedies (and histories), a
corrupt act, the killing of a king, undermines order throughout the realm that resonates to high heaven.
We learn that there is something “rotten” in Denmark after old Hamlet's death in the very first scene, as
Horatio compares the natural and civil disorders that occurred in Rome at the time of Julius Caesar’s
assassination to the disease that afflicts Denmark. These themes and their figurative expression are
common to the Elizabethan revenge play genre in which good must triumph over evil. Throughout
Hamlet we encounter a great deal of word play, Shakespeare using a vast number of multivalent
terms ranging from gross puns to highly-nuanced words that evoke a host of diverse associations and
images. While Hamlet can tell this difference between a “hawk and a handsaw,” the play challenges
the assumption that language itself can convey human experience or hold stable meaning.

Lastly, Hamlet contains a great deal of sexual material and innuendo, one in which the charge
of “incest” is openly uttered. The Freudian implications of Hamlet's “case” have been explored at
length by literary critics and psychoanalysts alike (see Jones 1976). Without belabouring the point,
some critics believe that illicit or unnatural sexual drives, particularly Hamlet's repressed desire to
be the object of his mother’s affection in place of his father, form a strong undercurrent in the text.

As in many revenge plays, and, in fact, several of Shakespeare’s other tragedies (and histories),
a corrupt act, the killing of a king, undermines order throughout the realm that resonates to high
heaven. We learn that there is something “rotten” in Denmark after old Hamlet's death in the very
first scene, as Horatio compares the natural and civil disorders that occurred in Rome at the time of
Julius Caesar’s assassination to the disease that afflicts Denmark. These themes and their figurative
expression are common to the Elizabethan revenge play genre in which good must triumph over evil.

HAMLET’S DELAY: AN OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE ANALYSIS
COMPARED

One of the most perplexing problems of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, and certainly one which has
received a great deal of critical attention, is the question of why Hamlet delays the killing of Claudius.
The Prince eventually succeeds in avenging his father’s death, but this occurs only in the play’s
final scene. Before that point, Hamlet has numerous opportunities to accomplish his task: the prayer
scene, for example, in which both characters come face to face alone. Yet Hamlet demurs. On this
matter critical opinion is divided into essentially two schools of thought.

*Ph.D. Research Scholar, Gujarat University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
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There are the “objective” critics who view Hamlet's delay as being externally determined: Hamlet
does not act because of restraints which exist outside the workings of his own mind. On the other
hand, there are the “subjective” critics who attribute Hamlet's delay to internal, i.e. psychological, forces
operating within the Prince’s mind. We shall now turn our scrutiny to examination of two explanations
of Hamlet’s behaviour, G. R. Elliott’'s argument in Scourge and Minister, representing the objective
school and Wedlock’s essay “Anxiety, Tragedy and Hamlet’s Delay” providing a subjective argument.

It is the delay of king and prince taking action against each other, each thereby laying up
trouble for him in the future.. . . The King’s postponing of action against the ominously hostile prince
in the second scene prepares the way dramatically for the prince’s postponing of action against
the murderous king in the fifth scene. Hamlet’s delay then, according to Elliott, is part and parcel
with Claudius’ delay, the two phenomena reinforcing each other as elements in the work’s aesthetic
design. To substantiate his thesis Elliott notes the similar states of mind evinced in the characters
of Hamlet and Claudius during the pivotal prayer scene. Elliott analyzes the prayer scene in the
following fashion: Hamlet’s Delay: An Objective and Subjective Analysis Compared 119 Normally
the king would have guarded himself at this juncture. Normally, but the point is that in the Prayer
episode, as a result of the Play scene, Claudius’s state of mind is abnormal, uniquely so, owing to
a crucial conflict that is taking place within him. And the same is true of Hamlet.

The two cases are designed by Shakespeare to play into, interpret and accentuate each
other. To demonstrate this point Elliot turns to a close reading of the text. He observes that the
King’s postponing words “prepare” and “forthwith” in the opening of the Prayer episode are dramatic
antecedents of the Prince’s postponing words at the close of the scene,” This physic but prolongs
thy sickly days.” Both Claudius and Hamlet are experiencing sharp inner conflict at this point in the
play, and their similar states of mind complement each other. What is essential is that both Claudius
and Hamlet, while committed to ultimate action, give indications of further delay during the prayer
episode, and that this mutual posture contributes both to the broad action of the drama and to the
specific language employed by the two. He observes that, “inhibitions are also not limited to the
pathological, but include the quite normal, useful, perfunctory restraints, as well, many of which arise
from the needs of civilization.” Such is the case in Hamlet’s delay for, “Hamlet’s inhibition against
killing is the concrete social reality of his opponent, and particularly his friendly or smiling face.”
Central to Wedlock’s argument is the emphasis which is put upon the visage of Claudius.

CRITICISM ON HAMLET

There is, perhaps, no well-known passage in Shakespeare that has been found so perplexing
as that in which Hamlet communes with himself between the preparation of the play to catch the
conscience of the king and its performance ‘To be, or not to be, that is the question. ..’ It can
perplex for various reasons, one of them being the variety of different explanations of crucial phrases
that can reasonably be made. Another reason is that the speech is almost too well-known for its
features to be seen distinctly, as Charles Lamb said: | confess myself utterly unable to appreciate
that celebrated soliloquy in Hamlet, beginning, ‘“To be, or not to be,’ or to tell whether it be good,
bad, or indifferent; It has been so handled and pawed about by declamatory boys and men, and
torn so inhumanly from its living place and principle of continuity in the play, till it has become to
me a perfectly dead member.

Perhaps we need not be too much dismayed; the meaning may be simpler—even if in some
ways subtler than is commonly supposed. Since the speech is crucial | must ask your indulgence
whilst | read it, indicating as best | may the stopping of the good Quarto, which is considerably lighter
than that in most current editions.
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To be, or not to be, that is the question, whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer The slings
and arrows of outrageous fortune Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, And by opposing end
them? To die, to sleep No more, and by a sleep to say we end the heartache, and the thousand
natural shocks that flesh is heir to; ‘tis a consummation devoutly to be wished.

To die, to sleep; to sleep, perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rub. Hamlet, knowing himself
injured in the most enormous and atrocious degree, and seeing no means of redress, but such as
must expose him to the extremity of hazard, meditates on his situation in this manner: Before | can
form any rational scheme of action under this pressure of distress, it is necessary to decide, whether,
after our present state, we are to be or not to be.

That is the question, which, as it shall be answered, will determine, whether ‘tis nobler,
and more suitable to the dignity of reason, to suffer the outrages of fortune patiently, or to take
arms against them, and by opposing end them, though perhaps with the loss of life. It does not
matter in Hamlet’'s mind the thought of suicide merges with the thought of killing the king; what
matters is the quite unambiguous sense of health giving away to disease, a loss of purpose
and a lapsing from positive direction. What the soliloquy does in short is to bring to a head our
recognition of the dependence of thought on deeper levels of consciousness, and to make plain
beyond all doubt that the set of Hamlet’s consciousness is towards a region where no resolution
is possible at all.

HAMLET AS A REVENGE OF THE TRAGIC PLAY

It has been harder to admit our intuitive judgment of Hamlet because his tragic choice commands
not merely our sympathy but our admiration. In the first place, his situation is much closer to our own
than that of Macbeth or Antony or Lear. All men hunger for revenge. The defiant refusal to submit
to injury, the desire to assert one’s identity by retaliation, the gnawing ache to assault injustice
by giving measure for measure these are reflected in our daily response to even the mildest of
insults. In the serious drama from the beginning of time, the dilemma of the revenger has been
one of the universal problems of man writ large. An even more important reason for our sympathy
is the motivation that drives Hamlet. Macbeth, Lear, and Antony obviously violate moral law, and
for selfish ends.

We suffer with them but for human reasons, for the agony they bring on themselves. Hamlet’s
motivation is far more complex and, to a great extent, we identify with him for solid moral reasons. In
large part his course to the fifth act is the result of his moral sensitivity, his unflinching discernment
of evil and his determination that it shall not thrive. We admire his hatred of corruption and his vision
of what man could and should be. Even as he is engulfed by the evil against which he takes arms,
we sense that he would have been a lesser man had he refused the challenge. At this point, the
reader may object that my discussion of Hamlet’s universal appeal contradicts my earlier insistence
on the play’s Christian perspective.

Throughout the preceding pages, it may have seemed that | was forcing Hamlet into a straitjacket
of Christian morality, thereby seriously restricting its meaning and impact. This has been far from my
intention. Paradoxical as it may seem, | believe that we can understand Hamlet’s unrivalled power to
move emotions and stimulate thought only when we grant the basic Christian perspective in which
the action is placed. To do so requires no knowledge of religious doctrine, no scholarly investigation
into Elizabethan theories about ghosts or the meditations of Luis de Granada or archaic meanings
of “conscience.” Shakespeare gives us everything we need to know. In short, we must take the play
on its own terms. Only when we cease searching for explanations outside it, whether in pagan codes
or obsolete theatrical conventions, can we respond directly to the play itself.
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CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE HAMLET PLAY

Hamlet, the character of Polonius prepares his son Laertes for travel abroad with a speech
(11.55-81) in which he directs the youth to commit a “few precepts to memory.” The occasion of the
speech has been established in advance, for in the previous scene, Polonius has told the King and
Queen that he has granted his son permission to extend his studies in France. This seems to be an
eminently reasonable decision by a father concerned with his son’s welfare and the moralists that
comprise the speech in question sound good.

Hamlet is a work in which words and acts are often at odds with each other, and in trying to
discern what Polonius’s most famous bit of advice to his son means, we must turn to their speaker
and to his actions. The next time that Polonius appears on stage in Act I, scene i, we realize that
he is not merely a concerned father, but a domestic plotter who does not trust his beloved Laertes
to follow the precepts that he sets forth for him. Instead, Polonius dispatches his servant Reynaldo
to spy on Laertes while the youth is in Paris. Polonius appears in the next scene of Act Il in a comic
light. In the course of his report about Hamlet’s behavior to Claudius and Gertrude, he proclaims
that “brevity is the soul of wit” after and before long-winded passages that envelop this dictum. The
clash between Polonius’s praise of verbal concision and his actual verbosity is highlighted when the
Queen urges him to get to the point with “more matter with less art,” to which Polonius responds,
“Madam, | swear | use no art at all” (ll, ii., 11.95-96).

Immediately thereafter, Polonius becomes the butt of the “mad” Hamlet’s humor, as the Prince
directs insults toward this official of state who senses the animosity being sent his way but fails to
appreciate its nuances. It is important to note that Polonius has already told his daughter Ophelia to
cease all contact with Hamlet and to return his love letters. This behavior establishes Polonius as a
stereotypical blocking character, a father barring the way between his daughter and a young man.
Shakespeare was certainly familiar with such characters from his reading of the Roman comedy
playwright Plautus’s works. Moreover, Polonius’s characteristic penchant for empty talk proclaims
him to be a stock character of the Italian Commedia Dell-Arte Theater, a pompous “Pantaloon”
modeled, in turn, upon the “irate father” figures of ancient Roman comedy.

ART OF THE CHARACTERIZATION’S

Prince Hamlet son of the late King, and of Queen Gertrude; nephew-stepson to King Claudius.
The character of Hamlet dominates Shakespeare’s tragedy of the same name, yet Hamlet at the
start of the play is not a commanding figure. Indeed, when we first see the Prince, his posture
is defensive, Hamlet taking a passive, if resentful, stance toward the events that have befallen
him.Hamlet is the son of the King of Denmark. When Hamlet’s father dies, his uncle Claudius
becomes king and marries Hamlet’'s mother (Gertrude). Hamlet’s father appears as a ghost and
tells Hamlet that he was murdered by Claudius. Hamlet is not sure that the ghost is really his
father. He gets some travelling actors to perform a play which shows the murder of a king in the
same way Hamlet’s father said he was killed. When Claudius reacts badly to seeing this, Hamlet
believes he is guilty.

Hamlet tells his mother that he knows about the murder. While there he kills Polonius, who is
the king’s advisor, because he thinks he is Claudius. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern were Hamlet’s
childhood friends. Claudius sends Rosencrantz and Guildenstern with Hamlet to England to have
Hamlet killed, but their ship is attacked by pirates who take Hamlet prisoner but then return him to
Denmark. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are taken to England where they die.

Ophelia is Polonius’ daughter. After her father, Polonius, is killed by Hamlet she goes mad.
Then she falls into a river and drowns. Hamlet returns just as her funeral is happening. Laertes,
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her brother, decides to kill Hamlet in revenge. He challenges Hamlet to a sword fight, and puts
poison on his own sword. Claudius makes some poisoned wine for Hamlet to drink in case that
does not work.

At first Hamlet wins the sword fight, and in the mean time his mother drinks the poisoned wine
without knowing, and dies. On the other hand Laertes falsely pierces Hamlet with a poisoned blade,
but then stabs Laertes with the same sword. Laertes tells Hamlet about the plot and then dies. Hamlet
kills Claudius with the poisoned sword. Horatio, Hamlet’s friend, tells everyone about the murder
of the old king. Hamlet tells everyone that the Norwegian prince, Fortinbras, should be king, and
then dies from the poison. When Fortinbras arrives, Horatio recounts the tale and Fortinbras orders
Hamlet’s body borne off in honour.

Slow to the conviction that the ghost is his dead father and that Claudius is guilty of regicide,
Hamlet does not go straight to the task at hand. Hamlet’s delay or procrastination is something about
which critics have wondered and that the character himself agonizes, his self-reproach reaching an
apex in Act 1V, scene iv, which concludes with the words “O, from this time forth, My thoughts be
bloody, or be nothing worth!”

PLOT CONSTRUCTION

On a dark winter night, a ghost walks the ramparts of Elsinore Castle in Denmark. Discovered
first by a pair of watchmen, then by the scholar Horatio, the ghost resembles the recently deceased
King Hamlet, whose brother Claudius has inherited the throne and married the king’s widow, Queen
Gertrude. When Horatio and the watchmen bring Prince Hamlet, the son of Gertrude and the dead
king, to see the ghost, it speaks to him, declaring ominously that it is indeed his father’s spirit, and
that he was murdered by none other than Claudius.

Ordering Hamlet to seek revenge on the man who usurped his throne and married his wife, the
ghost disappears with the dawn. Prince Hamlet devotes himself to avenging his father’s death, but,
because he is contemplative and thoughtful by nature, he delays, entering into a deep melancholy
and even apparent madness. Claudius and Gertrude worry about the prince’s erratic behaviour and
attempt to discover its cause. They employ a pair of Hamlet’s friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern,
to watch him. When Polonius, the pompous Lord Chamberlain, suggests that Hamlet may be mad
with love for his daughter, Ophelia, Claudius agrees to spy on Hamlet in conversation with the girl.
But though Hamlet certainly seems mad, he does not seem to love Ophelia: he orders her to enter
a nunnery and declares that he wishes to ban marriages.

A group of travelling actors comes to Elsinore, and Hamlet seizes upon an idea to test his
uncle’s guilt. He will have the players perform a scene closely resembling the sequence by which
Hamlet imagines his uncle to have murdered his father, so that if Claudius is guilty, he will surely
react. When the moment of the murder arrives in the theatre, Claudius leaps up and leaves the room.
Hamlet and Horatio agree that this proves his guilt. Hamlet goes to kill Claudius but finds him praying.

Since he believes that killing Claudius while in prayer would send Claudius’s soul to heaven,
Hamlet considers that it would be an inadequate revenge and decides to wait. Claudius now frightened
of Hamlet’s madness and fearing for his own safety, orders that Hamlet be sent to England at once.
Hamlet goes to confront his mother, in whose bedchamber Polonius has hidden behind a tapestry.
Hearing a noise from behind the tapestry, Hamlet believes the king is hiding there. He draws his
sword and stabs through the fabric, killing Polonius. For this crime, he is immediately dispatched to
England with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. However, Claudius’s plan for Hamlet includes more
than banishment, as he has given Rosencrantz and Guildenstern sealed orders for the King of
England demanding that Hamlet be put to death.
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CONCLUSION

Hamlet is a revenge tragedy, which means we’re in for a killing spree. At the end, almost every
character with a name has been offed in one gruesome way or another. But all’s not lost. Sure, the
royal court has been utterly wiped out and then in saunters Prince Fortinbras to claim the throne,
restoring order and continuity to the court. Plus, Horatio survived the mass killing, and he’s promised
to tell Hamlet’s tragic story. He makes good on his vow as Hamlet dies: “Good night sweet prince,”
he says, “And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!”

Horatio, whose name recalls the Latin term “orator,” interprets Hamlet's death and salvation
in the most elegant terms. The voices of angels, Horatio seems to suggest, will carry Hamlet to his
heavenly “rest.” Shakespeare seems to be making an explicit connection between Hamlet’s eternal
afterlife, the angelic voices that “sing,” and the storytelling that Horatio undertakes at this moment.
Because Hamlet’s story will be told, he’ll live on for eternity. Hamlet is emotionally shaken, and
consumed by his master plan to kill Claudius, but at no point is Hamlet mad. Hamlet is determined
to make Claudius suffer his punishment for eternity, so he restrains himself until the perfect time for
the murder. The murder of Polonius is a sheer accident, Hamlet acts with his reflex and Polonius
happens to be in the way.

Hamlet is suffering from the loss of his father, and of his true love. Therefore, considering suicide
is unavoidable, he is reasonably very tempted. Hamlet knows that it is a shortsighted decision and
chooses not to. Hamlet recognizes that the Ghost is not necessarily good, just because it has the
appealing shape of his father. Hamlet demands stronger evidence that Claudius is the murderer,
before making a rash decision. Hamlet is burdened with the task of killing his uncle, and he is
determined to do so. This puts Hamlet under a lot of pressure. Making logical and well calculated
decisions throughout the entire play is a testament to Hamlet’s sanity. As for his acts of madness,
that is simply an outlet to justify any less-then-reputable mistakes that he makes when carrying out
his plan.
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Socio-economic Problems of Workers in Cashew
Processing Industry in Sindhudurg District

Mr. Ramakant S. Gawade*

ABSTRACT

India is an agricultural country and still Indian economy is mostly depends on agriculture.
The cashew nut is a cash crop and it plays important role in providing the employment and
in boosting the rural economy. The cashew nut processing industry is plays key role in socio-
economic transformation of rural areas of coastal region of the county. The cashew tree invaded
the whole coastal region of India, established its dominance there, and established strong roots.
It was discovered that the soil in India was more favorable for the development of cashews than
the soil in its native Brazil. Later on, it quickly became a well-liked cash crop and expanded
to other regions of India. The present paper deals with socio-economic problems of cashew
workers in cashew processing industry.

INTRODUCTION

The people living in the konkan area especially in Sindhudurg district are busy with the traditional
occupation i.e agriculture. Cashew has been cultivated on a large scale in Sindhudurg. Cashew is a
major foreign exchange earning crop. The crop can be grown commercially in well-drained soils up
to about 700 meters above sea level. The Cashew Research Center of Balasaheb Sawant Konkan
Agricultural University, Vengurle, the cultivation of cashew cuttings started to increase with the creation
of hybrid and high yielding varieties Vengurle 1 to 3 and Vengurle 4 to 8 through selection. Cashew
nuts are highly nutritious and are a small storehouse of proteins, fats and carbohydrates. Gara contains
many minerals. Phosphorus and palash are high in nutrients. A cashew is a fruit in which the seed
grows outside the fruit, i.e. the pod. Cashew seeds are not edible unless they are processed. Cashew
seed processing factories are operating mainly in the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Goa. While processing cashews, the seeds should be harvested after ripening. After
that 4-5 days should be dried and kept in sacks. Various methods are used to prepare kajugar. The
most commonly used method is “steaming”. Cashew seeds are steamed and spread in the shade
for 24 hours. Then with the help of a cutting machine, the pulp and bark are separated. This wet
is dried with the help of heat dryer for 7-8 hours at 60 to 70 degrees Celsius. The extracted gar is
graded. The moisture content of the grain is increased to remove the thin crust from the dried grain.
Such heat is applied to the pilling machine. So the bark on the gara goes away. The dehulled gar is
graded according to grading criteria. Packed and sent to market as per demand. If such industry is
started in rural areas also, employment opportunities will be available on large scale.

CASHEW PROCESSING INDUSTRIES IN SINDHUDURG DISTRICT

India is home to more than 700,000 hectares (ha) worth of cashew plantation and produces
more than 400,000 tonnes of raw cashew nuts on a yearly basis. Cashew is one of the most
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significant commercial crops grown in India. In India, the states of Maharashtra, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa, and Goa, amongst others, are responsible for the production of huge quantities of
cashew nuts. In this regard, Maharashtra is in first place among the states in the nation with regard
to of cashew output. Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri, and Raigad, among others, are the primary producers
of cashew nuts in Maharashtra, and there is a significant demand for cashews from Maharashtra
in international markets.

The most of the people living in the konkan region, especially in Sindhudurg district are busy
with the traditional occupation. Cashew has been cultivated on a large scale in Sindhudurg. Cashew
is a major foreign exchange earning crop. The crop can be grown commercially in well-drained
soils up to about 700 meters above sea level. The Cashew Research Center of Balasaheb Sawant
Konkan Agricultural University, Vengurle, the cultivation of cashew cuttings started to increase with the
creation of hybrid and high yielding varieties Vengurle 1 to 3 and Vengurle 4 to 8 through selection.
Cashew nuts are highly nutritious and are a small storehouse of proteins, fats and carbohydrates.
Gara contains many minerals. Phosphorus and palash are high in nutrients. A cashew is a fruit in
which the seed grows outside the fruit, i.e. the pod. Cashew seeds are not edible unless they are
processed.

CASHEW PROCESSING INDUSTRIES IN SINDHUDURG DISTRICT

It is important in every research that researcher must depend upon quality of the data which
he collected earlier from the techniques of data collection. Below table contain the information about
the present status ofCashew Processing Industries in Sindhudurg district.

The major cashew producing states in India are Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa,
Karnataka, Goa, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. The state of Maharashtra has the highest production
of cashew nuts in the country. Here about 1.60 hectares area is under cashew crop. This yields
1.75 lakh tonnes of cashew nuts. There is a huge demand for cashews from the state abroad. This
earns the country foreign exchange.

Cashew Industries

M Cashew Industries

48
37 38
30 32
20
5 I 7
I l

Devagad Vaibhavwadi Kankavali Malvan Vengurla Kudal Sawantwadi Dodamarg

Present status of Cashew Processing Industries in Sindhudurg District:
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ANNUAL WORKING DAYS OF CASHEW PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

Sr. | Nature of work Working Days | No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew | Percentage
No. Processing Units
1 | Official 300-350 45 17.04 %
2 | Supervising 200-300 32 1212 %
3 | Labour (cutting, peeling, 200-300 187 70.83 %
grading, packing etc.)

Annual working days of cashew processing industries in Sindhudurg district is almost depend
on the availability of raw cashew seeds. Initially the nature of work in cashew industries divided
into three categories, First official employees for office work, second supervisor who supervise the
workers in peeling, grading and packing unit and third category is labour who are working in cutting,
peeling, grading and packing unit, majority of workers involved into the third. 17.04% workers are
involved into official work and get work for 300 to 350 days per year.

The second category means the supervisor of the unit only work when the labours are there
in the processing unit so there are 12.12% respondents who are working 200 to 300 days per
year70.83 % workers who are actually working in cutting, peeling, grading or packing units faced
the problem of unemployment for 3 to 4 months yearly because the cashew processing units only
provide work for them till the raw material is available for processing. So their job totally depends
on the harvesting season of cashew nuts as well as the availability of raw material. They are only
working in on temporary basis so they are facing the problem of unemployment.

NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT

Sr. No. | Nature of Employment No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Percentage
Processing Units
1 Permanent 48 18.18 %
2 Temporary / Casual 190 71.96 %
3 Contract 14 5.30 %
4 Trainee 12 4.54 %

The problem of unemployment is a big cause of concern in the in front of the workers who are
working in Processing Unit. Their nature of job is fully temporary basis. It is not easy for them to
survive in any other field for two or three months only a year. They don’t have the handsome wages
by which they can survive in this period of two or three months. If we notice the gender classification
of the job provided by the sector then it is analyze that most of the women’s working in processing
category and the male workers involved into official or supervisor category.

The families of workers are totally depending on the industries for survival. Industries remain
closed for 2 to 3 months per year. The women workers don’t have any other option then to involve
themselves in their domestic work so 259 numbers of workers involved in domestic work and
the percentage is 60. 22%. Some male workers are working in processing faculty total 17.42%
workers are involved themselves into labour category. They work hard to gain the income when the
factories remain closed. 22.34% means 59 respondents are working in other sector for this period.
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The study reveals that most number of workers working in the cashew processing unit on
purely temporary or casual basis. The number of respondents this category is 190, 71.96 % which
is very high and it is the real cause of unemployment and real cause the job security for the workers.
18.18% workers who are working in office have the permanent post in cashew processing units.
Only 5.30 % workers are on the contract basis and 4.54 % workers are working as trainees who
are giving basic training of work to the workers.

In a nutshell it is very difficult for the workers to sustain their income when the factories remain
closed. Due to the unavailability of raw material which is really a cause of worry for the workers who
are totally depend on the cashew Processing Unit or industries.

SKILL ENHANCEMENT TRAINING

It is necessary to provide workers with training for workers in order to obtain the highest
possible level of production from those individuals while they are employed by any organization or
corporation. Enhancing workers talents gives them the chance and the knowledge to cultivate and
hone the required skills to achieve, maintain, and grow in a certain field.

In Sindhudurg district basically the workers belong to the lower or lower middle classes with
low education background so they thought it is not necessary to go through certain kind of training
but they can learn easily the work by the other workers. There are 112 workers learn from other
workers. Itis very easy way to learn something from them. There are 44 respondents are learn from
other workers who are working with them. There are 88 respondents who have taken the training.
The workers who are working as a supervisor or labour in loading and uploading the raw material
and production so there are only 20 respondents who thought there is no need to train them. The
training for workers is essential to develop the skills among the workers.

Skill Enhancement Training

M Learned from workers who are
Kins

M Learned from other workers

Learned through a training
programme

AVERAGE WAGES PER DAY

Sr. No. | Wages (In Rs.) | No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Processing Units | Percentage
1 200-250 164 62.12 %
2 300-400 68 25.76 %
3 Above 500 32 1212 %

The cashew Processing Unit industry existed in Sindhudurg district is more attentive about the
worker so they always try to appoint the workers from their locality. Many times they have provided
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them pick up and drop facility so they have to pay they have to pay only for their work. It is very
profitable for the factory if the worker is belonging to their locality. There are 164 workers are paid
their wages in between 200 to 250 rupees per day.

The employees who are working as a supervisor or in the administrative staff have paid much better
than these workers. They are working in processing units. There are 68 workers in this category that got
their wages in between 300 to 400 rupees per day. There are very few people are in the third category
there are only 32 people from the total respondents in this category. They got more than Rs. 500 per
day. These employees worked as a manager or an accountant in cashew nut processing industries.

All'in all it is very important to pay the respectable wages to the workers because their families
are depending on them for everything. Government has to lead some rules regarding average wages
per day for the worker who don’t have any security about their job.

BENEFITS FOR WORKERS

Type of Benefits m ES|

Hm PF
B Gratuity
B Earned Leave
B Maternity benefit
M Pension
Bonus
No Benefits

Itis observe that very few industries existed in Sindhudurg district have followed these rules. The
administrative staff or supervisors have some security for their jobs. There are no rules followed by the
industry for the common workers are labours. The ESI scheme is only beneficial for 23 respondents,
the PF system is only beneficial for 88 respondents which is also very low percentage as well as
the rules are concern the same thing happened with gratuity and earned leave the percentage are
very low respectively 10 and 22

Most of the workers working in Processing Unit are women who are working very hard to
sustain their family life but they don’t have any security for their job. There is no any proper health
hygiene or care for these women workers. There are no Maternity benefits for these workers they
have to leave the job if they want leave for Maternity.

WORKING TIME (HOURS OF WORK)

Sr. No. Hours of work No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Processing Units | Percentage
1 6 - 7 hours 42 15.91 %
2 8-9 hours 196 74.24 %
3 More than 9 hours 26 9.85 %
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WORKING TIME (HOURS OF WORK)

Working hours also place and important part while it is discussed about job satisfaction and
the problem the economic and social faced by the workers. Generally the factory remains open for
8 to 12 hours so all the workers and employees have to work 8 to 12 hours for a day. The workers
who are working in different state of processing have the different hours of working. There are 42
respondents in first category who are working in between 6 to 7 hours a day, including 1 hour rest
for lunch.; means they have to work 6 hours a day. The second category means workers involves
into the working process have to report at factory on 10 to 11 a.m. sharp and the left the factory at
5:00 p.m. evening. There are 196 respondents are in this category and the third category means
the administrative staff have to work more than 8 hours.

OVER TIME FOR WORKERS

Sr. Particulars No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Percentage
No. Processing Units
1 Over time without extra wages 38 14.39 %
2 Over time with extra wages 143 5417 %
3 No overtime 83 31.44 %

The period of time that an employee works in addition to their usual working hours is referred
to as overtime; the number of hours that constitute overtime may be set or referenced in numerous
acts that are appropriate for the running of that organization. 104 respondents responded that they
don’t get any extra wages for the overtime. They have to complete their work before left the factory
but many of them don’t have any problem about that. The industry owners offered them some amount
as a bonus every year at Ganesh Festival and Diwali festival.

There are 82 respondents responded that there is no overtime for them in the industry so they
left the workplace regularly on a sharp timing but in many cases they have to face the deduction in
wages. If they are reporting late at the workplace it is observe that 143 respondents responded that
they can get the extra wages if they work for extra time from the factory owners.
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WORKING CONDITIONS

Working conditions are very important to work with efficiency. The proper working condition
must be provided by the industry owner actually it is a right of workers. The workers who are working
in peeling, roasting, boiling section must have proper arrangement of ventilation, sufficient lighting
fan and drinking water. Many 9 existed in Sindhudurg district is running on small scale of financial
support so they are unable to provide maximum facilities for the workers.

They cannot invest too much money to make the conditions better for the workers. So in many
industries it is observed that there is no proper ventilation where the workers working with raw cashew
nut and the percentage are 21.21%. There are 48 respondents responded that there is no sufficient
lighting at the workplace which cause some health problems after sometime.

Itis also noted that there is no restroom for the male and female worker to change the dresses
ortorest. There are 121 respondents responded that there is a big issue of restroom in the industries.
This is more complicated about the female workers so the factory owners should provide the proper
restroom to them. Every factory owner provided sufficient toilets and lettering for the workers which is
the basic need of any human being so there is no respondent in this category there is very nominal
washing and cleaning facilities provided by the industry owner to the workers.

PROBLEMS OF CASHEW WORKERS

Problems of cashew workers

w

Low wages/earnings 15%

21%

Physical abuse

0,
0% Other

Lack of job
Verbal abuse 59% Delay in getting security
7%
wages/payments 30%

Had towork [ate
when sick paymen
0% t of
wages

14%
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Cashew workers working in the cashew industry existed in Sindhudurg district have to faced
many economic and social problems due to many reasons. It is observed that if the nature of wages
is depend on the production line or the quality of production then the workers have to face the
problems with late payment of wages which is economical problem for them and their family. When
the industry owner pay certain amount on certain date that time he has to pay the same amount to
the worker and there is no dependence on between production and the wages.

There are 83 respondent responded that they have faced this problem very frequently. Actually
the industry owner easily overcomes with this problem. There are 43 respondents who are respondent
that they have to face the verbal abuse at the workplace.
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Many workers have to face the problem with low wages due to the quality of their work. Many
times industry owners cannot provide any proper training for them so more than 60% of workers learn
the basic skills from their fellow workers so the quality of work is on an average. The industry owners
cannot ready to pay them any extra money. Basically the workers working in cashew processing units
are facing this problem there are 134 respondents responded that they have face the problem with
low wages the wages depends on per unit or on the production quality then it may be possible that
avoid delay in getting wages all payment. There are 92 respondent responded that they have to face
delay in getting payment to overcome these problem. 97 respondents are responded that they have
faced many Health problems because of low working conditions. Lack of job security is the basic
problem of workers there are 198 workers responded that they have to face this problem very much.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Objectives of the study

1. To study the pattern of wages, terms of wages, payments and other monetary benefit and
incentives of workers of selected cashew Processing Units.

To analyze various problems faced by workers of selected cashew Processing Units.

To know the social status of workers of selected cashew Processing Units.

To know the legal Framework for these workers in selected cashew Processing Units.

To know the employment avenues of this workers during off season.

To study working condition and welfare measures for worker of select cashew processing
unit.

oakwbhN

Research Methodology

The social and economic circumstances of the cashew industry’s employees in Sindhudurg
District were the main subject of this study. The study used qualitative research techniques to better
understand how employees felt about their workplace and how it affected their lives.

Data Collection

In this study the primary data was collected the data through interview using an interview
questionnaire for industry and workers while secondary data was collected from the other sources
such as internet, articles, and official reports, websites and newspaper, etc.

LITERATURE REVIEW

As the economic and social issues faced by workers in cashew processing industries in Sindhudurg
District were the subject matter chosen for the study, the researcher carefully reviewed the number of
articles and other published references. Numerous academics from around the world have examined
various elements of cashew nut processing. Actually, research on cashew production, processing,
marketing, exporting, and importing at the national and international levels is explored in a number
of research articles. Most of the research scholars are viewed that there is need to take appropriate
steps for welfare of the labours.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF SINDHUDURG DISTRICT

The Sindhudurg district, which is west of the high plateau region known as “Kokan,” has
a lengthy coastline and secure harbours that have made it famous throughout history. Ratnagiri
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district previously included this district. Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg were created as districts on May
1, 1981, for administrative purposes as well as the growth of the industrial and agricultural sectors.
There are now 8 tehsil centres in the Sindhudurg district, including Sawantwadi, Kudal, Vengurla,
Malvan, Devgad, Kankavali, Vaibhavwadi, and Dodamarg. The population of the district is inclusive
of all religion. The peoples are lived with well reations and socially bounded. The Mangos, Coconut,
Beetalnut, Cashew nut, fish are the mejor source of economy.

CASHEW PROCESSING INDUSTRIES IN SINDHUDURG DISTRICT

Cashew Industries

B Cashew Industries
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The Indian states of Maharashtra, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Goa, etc. are major producers
of cashew nuts. Maharashtra is the state with the highest production of cashew nuts. Study area of
the present research is limited to the Sindhudurg district, so there are 8 tahasils Kudal, Sawantwadi,
Vengurla, Kankavali, Dodamarg, Vaibhavwadi, Devgad, Malvan. In this study 37 the cashew processing
units from devgad talukar, 05 units from Vaibhavwadi, 30 from Kankavali, 48 from Malvan, 38 from
Vengurla, 32 from Kudal, 20 from Sawantwadi, and 07 units from Dodamarg taluka are studied.
Total 25% of the world’s cashew nut production is processed in Maharashtra.

ANNUAL WORKING DAYS OF CASHEW PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

Sr. No. | Nature of work Working Days | No. of Respondent from 217 Percentage
Cashew Processing Units
1 Official 300-350 45 17.04 %
2 Supervising 200-300 32 1212 %
3 Labour (cutting, peeling, 200-300 187 70.83 %
grading, packing etc.)

The amount of time that cashew processing businesses in the Sindhudurg district spend
working each year mostly depends on the availability of raw cashew seeds. The majority of workers
are employed in the third category. Initially, the nature of work in the cashew industries was divided
into three categories: first, the official group, which includes employees for office work; second, the
supervisor, who oversees the workers in the peeling, grading, and packing unit; and third, the labourers
who work in the cutting, peeling, grading, and packing unit. In the table below, respondents from the
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cashew processing unit are broken down into three groups based on how many days they work in
a year doing official job. Of the total respondents, 17.04% of workers are engaged in official labour
and work 300 to 350 days annually. Since their employment is not based on the cashew harvesting
season or the availability of raw materials, they do not experience any unemployment issues. In the
second category, the supervisor only works when there are workers in the processing unit, hence
12.12% of respondents work 200 to 300 days annually.

Because the cashew processing facilities only provide them work until the raw material is
available for processing, 70.83% of the employees who are genuinely employed in cutting, peeling,
grading, or packing units experience unemployment for 3 to 4 months each year. Therefore, the
cashew nut harvesting season as well as the availability of raw materials completely determines
their task. They only have a temporary job, thus they are struggling with unemployment.

NATURE OF EMPLOYMENT

Sr. No. Nature of Employment No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Percentage
Processing Units

1 Permanent 48 18.18 %

2 Temporary / Casual 190 71.96 %

3 Contract 14 5.30 %

4 Trainee 12 4.54 %

The employment type in the cashew processing plant in Sindhudurg district is displayed in the
table above. The aforementioned data made it abundantly evident that the majority of the workforce
in the cashew processing facility was employed on a purely contract or casual basis. This category
had 190 responders, which is a very high response rate of 71.96%. This is the underlying reason of
unemployment and the lack of job security for workers. 18.18% of office workers hold a permanent
position in a cashew processing facility. Only 5.30% of workers are employed on a contract basis,
and 4.54% are trainees who are teaching workers the fundamentals of their jobs.

NATURE OF PAYMENT OF WAGES

Sr. No. | Nature of payment of wages | No. of Respondent from 217 Cashew Percentage
Processing Units

1 Piece Rate 43 16.28 %
2 Time Rate 05 1.89 %
3 Salary 216 81.81 %

The manner in which salaries are paid has a significant impact on the social and economic
standing or circumstance of employees in the cashew processing industries. Particularly, the workers
are from middle-class or lower-class households, and women are typically involved in the peeling,
grading, and packing processes in cashew processing facilities. In the industries that process cashews
in the Sindhudurg district, there were three different ways to pay employees. The vast majority of
workers earn salaries; 260 respondents fall into this category.Only 1.89% of workers in some cashew
processing companies receive payment for their wages on a time basis; the rest 43 respondents
received payment based on the pricing rate of production.



Socio-economic Problems of Workers in Cashew Processing Industry in Sindhudurg District 109

FINDINGS & SUGGESTION

The information that was gathered through the interviewing of Cashew Industries employees
and used by the researcher to conduct analysis in chapter No. A Study of the Economic and Social
Problems of Workers in Cashew Processing Industries in Sindhudurg District of Maharashtra is the
subject of the current study. The goal of this study was to identify the many social and economic
issues that workers in the cashew processing industries in the Sindhudurg district experience. The
weather and atmosphere of the Sindhudurg district are ideal for cashew agriculture, which helps the
cashew processing industries produce more cashews. On the other hand, cashew industry workers
encountered numerous social and economic issues.

Following the data collected from Cashew Processing Industry Employees. It is simple to see
that they had several social and economic problems, which could only be solved if the government
and the owner of the cashew industry paid close attention to them. By conducting this study, the
researcher hopes to identify issues and potential future prospects for workers in cashew processing
industries. The following are a few of them:

Analysis and comprehension of the issues faced by employees in the cashew processing
industries in the Sindhudurg District are the study’s main goals. The issues faced by employees in
the cashew processing industries in the Sindhudurg District are examined in this chapter.

FINDINGS

The surveys of 264 respondents are taken and it reveals that that 62.00% of the women employed
in the Sindhudurg district’'s cashew processing facilities are under the age of 45. The majority of the
women employed in Sindhudurg district’s cashew processing facilities are married. According to study
results, more than 60% of respondents make less than Rs. 10,000 each month. The respondents’
family composition reveals that 26% are in nuclear families and 74% are joint families. The vast majority
of responders reside in their own homes. In this faculty, 83% of respondents gave their responses.
The average age of the employees in the units is under 40. Out of the 264 respondents, 76.33%
of workers are employed in cashew industries in rural areas, and 23.67% of them are employed in
semi-urban cashew industries. In the cashew processing industries, almost 80% of employees are
employed on a temporary basis. They don’t have any sort of work security. The owner of the cashew
industry is unable to install the massive machinery because he cannot obtain the appropriate backing
from government policies. Over 95% of workers are dependent on exclusively manual labour. The
majority of the workforce falls under this 64% of the workforce felt that the processors took advantage
of them. Eighty-five percent of the workers expressed dissatisfaction with their meagre pay.

CONCLUSION

The cashew processing industry workers face many challenges both inside and outside of
the workplace, such as financial problems, family concerns, work relationships, etc. The minimum
wage laws should be applied to the cashew industry and the government should ensure that the
minimum salaries. The welfare programmes should be implemented for the workers. The government
should require keeping the labour records, and other documents in all factories for their welfare
schemes. Many factories have failed to keep accurate records because they are not subject to routine
inspection by government personnel. The labours record is important to plan the welfare schemes
for the workers. The government should take note of this to ensure the safety and security of the
cashew porcessing industry worker which is providing the employment for the rural community on
large scale and contributing in the national economy.
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Defining Gender in Children’s Literature — Exploring
Female and Feminism in Matilda

Vartika Singh*

ABSTRACT

Children’s literature can be more or less defined as a genre that envelopes a wide range
of works, including acknowledged classics of world literature, books with illustrations, and
easy-to-read stories that have children as their target audience. They are usually in the form
of fairy tales, lullabies, fables, folk songs and are usually transmitted to the children orally by
adults. Books or stories are believed in developing cognitive (conscious intellectual activity)
abilities in children.

According to Aileen Pace Nilsen, children below the age of eight are in a phase in which
they explore “their own sexual identity”. Hence, the books to which they are exposed in this phase
play a pivotal role in their understanding of male and female. Roald Dahl, who is considered
one of the most celebrated authors of children’s fiction, has been analysed along the lines of
gender portrayal in his books. The book on which | would be focusing upon is Matilda (1988).

Keywords: young adult, children’s literature, gender portrayal

ROALD DAHL

Roald Dahl was a famous British novelist, short story writer, poet and screenwriter and even
served in the role of a fighter pilot in the Royal Air Force during World War Il. Born on 13 September,
1916 to Norwegian immigrant parents, Dahl was named after a Norwegian man who

was the first to reach the South Pole. Dahl spent most of his early childhood living in Wales with
his mother, three sisters and a nanny, after the death of his father when he was just three years old.
Donald Sturrock writes in Dahl’s biography Storyteller that women had a very notable influence on
Dahl. In his autobiography Boy, he calls his mother “dauntless”. His Norwegian mother would often
tell Norwegian fairy tales to the children and its influence can be felt upon The Witches, in which
the Grandmother is modelled on Dahl’'s own mother. The only son in an all female family, he himself
has stated that his mother influenced him a great deal. This influence also casts a reflection on his
approach to his works, where he evidences girls can fulfil their roles as heroines in the same way
boys are in the role of heroes in most of the fairy tales. He prophesizes that girls can be their own
knight in shining armour and do not necessarily need a boy for that. This is very aptly exemplified
by him in his book Matilda.

Dahl married twice in his lifetime. His first marriage was to the Oscar-winning American actress,
Patricia Neal. They had five children together. Later, he married Felicity Crosland. Along with writing
popular books in the genre of children’s literature, he also wrote screenplays for movies, for example,
the James Bond movie, You Only Die Twice. He has also been credited for writing successful
television shows like Tales of the Unexpected.

*PhD Scholar, University of Lucknow.
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On November 23, 1990 Dahl died from cancer. Although Dahl was successful in a wide gamut
of activities, he gained his immortality because of his contribution in children’s fiction. Some of his
most popular works in this category include The BFG, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Fantastic
Mr Fox, Matilda, The Witches, The Twits and James and the Giant Peach. These books have
triumphantly turned into the 21st century and show no sign of losing their appeal. In 2000, Dahl
was voted the “nation’s favourite modern children’s author” by both adults and children in a survey
conducted by the BBC radio programme Treasure Islands (Maynard and McKnight 154). In 2008,
Dahl was placed 16th on The Times list of “the 50 Greatest British Writers Since 1945.”

CRITICISM ON DAHL

Despite being quite popular among children, Dahl’s books have been criticized by scholars like
David Rees. Rees, himself a writer of children’s books is of the opinion that these books represent
a binary worldview and this may affect young readers in a negative way. Rees says that Dahl’s
characters, especially adults, are either good or bad while the real world shows much more variety
(154). Quentin Blake, his illustrator defends him by stating that his books are “fairy stories” and that
“people who criticize him don’t see that even the real people are simply ogres and witches”.

According to Culley, Dahl’s books are in many ways similar to folktales. For instance, they
both contain a clear division between good and evil, fantasy elements and an ecstatic ending, with
the underdog vanquishing the enemy. Folktales usually depict a binary worldview, a quality that is
shared by Dahl’s books for children. Good people are depicted as “supermen” and the evil characters
as “villainous”. However, Joan Brogan Wipf and Denise Da Ros-Voseles support the binary division
in children’s books, believing it to be good versus bad and rich versus poor. According to them, the
binary nature is easier for young minds to understand. In presenting the works of Dahl as folklore, it
seems that Culley is absolving Dahl of his “supposed crimes of violence and sexism”. He seems to
interpret Dahl’s provoking and sexist stereotypes as a means to ridicule rather than support social
and ideological hypocrisy: “By giving the villain bold sexist statements that the reader will be able to
recognize from experience; Dahl successfully ridicules this kind of everyday sexism.”

GENDER ROLES AS DEPICTED IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

An analysis of female gender in Dahl’s children’s fiction, will regard the cultural construction
of femaleness within the framework of the book itself, but also within the field of children’s fiction
as well as the context in which the book was written. Considering the didactic function of children’s
literature and authority to impose ideologies upon its readers, the stereotyping of female characters
will partly shape the woman that a female child reader will become. Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar
have recognized this impact on children, arguing that “whether she is a passive angel or an active
monster, in other words, the woman writer feels herself to be literally or figuratively crippled by the
debilitating alternatives her culture offers her, and the crippling effects of her conditioning sometimes
seem to ‘breed’ like sentences of death in the bloody shoes she inherits from her literary foremothers”.

To have a better understanding of the text I'll be analyzing the text based on Nodelman’s two
key aspects: 1. Shadow Texts (the hidden meanings of a text that a child’s naivety is unable to
understand) 2. Focalization (adult narrator in a children’s book).

MATILDA

Matilda tells the story of a five-year-old eponymous girl who lives with her mum and dad,
along with an elder brother. All three of them are least bothered about her. The father is not only
a fraud himself, he’s teaching his son the same crooked ways. The mother has been depicted as
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a stereotypically shallow housewife with no job. Matilda is a clever girl and teaches herself how to
read, much against the family who disapproves a girl’s reading. When she is old enough, or rather
too old, her parents send her to primary school. In the school, she encounters a very sweet teacher
— Miss Honey — and a very dreadful headmistress — Miss Trunchbull. Later, Matilda discovers that
her horrible headmistress is actually Miss Honey’s aunt who has unjustly usurped everything that her
lovely teacher inherited from her father. Through a series of rather funny episodes, Matilda comes
to know of her hidden talent of telekinesis through which she scares the Trunchbull away and forces
her to give back everything that rightly belongs to Miss Honey. After all this, Matilda finds out that her
father has been caught in his fraud, is running from the police and is eventually planning to move
away. She asks Miss Honey to adopt her, to which both Miss Honey and Matilda’s parents agree.
The story ends with Matilda and Miss Honey living happily ever after.

An inherent message that Dahl seems to portray in the text is that of behaviour and achievement.
Mrs Wormwood (Matilda’s mother) initially tells Miss Honey that she opted “looks over books” and
thus has a pleasant life and Miss Honey is struggling to teach a bunch of children the ABC.

Mr Wormwood thanks his success to fraud and so does the Trunchbull. But by the end of the
story, everyone gets what they deserved after all - Matilda’s parents and Trunchbull are punished while
Matilda and Miss Honey get their happy ending. Matilda and Miss Honey also seem to underscore
modesty as a necessary trait for successful woman. Matilda never seems to realize her specialty
and Miss Honey lacks the courage to take what is rightfully hers.

According to Nodelman, the narrator here is an adult voice, but with a focalised child. This
focalized child is actually created by an adult author and arguably does not represent an actual
child. One example of this can be when Matilda tries to punish her parents for treating her unjustly,
the narrator remarks: “you must remember that she was still hardly five years old and it is not easy
for somebody as small as that to score points against an all-powerful grown-up”. It is not very clear
whether the narrator here enumerates the child’s point of view or the adults.

Considering the apparent innocence of children’s fiction, it is not necessary that the author
actually mentions it, as innocence can arguably be found not explicitly but rather implicitly. This can
be subtly perceived when Matilda starts reading adult novels. On asked by the librarian, what she
thinks about the book, Matilda replies: “Mr. Hemingway says a lot of things | don’t understand...
especially about men and women”. This statement suggests that the child may get an idea about
the adult world but something may remain unexplained owing to the child’s innocence. One can
also summarize the fact that a child may not get gender stereotyping present in the shadow text.
Hence, one could say that a writer of children’s fiction creates a gap between a child and an adult
owing to the fact that the author is an adult while his works surround children and is intended for
a child-audience. Pugh argues that “there is no child behind the category children’s fiction other
than the one which the category itself sets in place” and the experiences of fictional children are
constructed by an adult author.

In Children’s Responses to Heroism in Roald Dahl’s Matilda (2014), Julia Round and James
Pop assert that in the book Matilda, “Dahl has created a flawed heroine who blurs the lines between
fantasy and reality” (271). The didactic message in Matilda is to teach children the value of being
intelligent and brave. By acknowledging the subordinate position children have to grown-ups, Dahl
stresses the change in power balance a child causes, having the power of intelligence. Matilda proves
to be an excellent work to analyse female gender because of the diversity of its female characters.
The book also presents women in varying social positions. The work provides the reader with an
idea about the gender roles in the mid-late twentieth century.

| shall now begin with the analysis of the role of gender as reflected in the family of Matilda.
In the very first pages of the book, Matilda is shown an unwanted child while her brother is the
preferred one. The father chooses the son as a potential heir to his and dismisses the daughter
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(despite being the cleverer one) because of her sex. When Matilda is able to solve and correct
his father’s calculations, he argues that “no one in the world could give the right answer just
like that, especially a girl!”, thus relating gender to a level of intellect. Guest states that both
Mrs Wormwood and Ms Trunchbull are “figuratively entombed by the mass media images she
embraces” and hence depict “gendered scripts of the twentieth century”. Dahl refers this through
the following lines:

“A girl should think about making herself look attractive so she can get a good husband later
on. Looks is more important than books, Miss Hunky...You chose books. | chose looks...I'm sitting
pretty in a nice house with a successful businessman and you're left slaving away teaching a lot of
nasty little children the ABC”. (92 Dahl)

Miss Honey and Mrs Wormwood are both working women without a husband, but other than
this they are stark opposites. Miss Honey is described by Dahl as “her body was so slim and fragile
one got the feeling that if she fell over she would smash into a thousand pieces, like a porcelain
figure,” whereas, Miss Trunchbull is portrayed as “she was gigantic holy terror, a fierce tyrannical
monster who frightened the life out of the pupils and teachers alike. There was an aura of menace
about her even at a distance, and when she came up close you could almost feel the dangerous
heat radiating from her as a red-hot rod of metal”. For Guest, both characters are suffering from
“gendered scripts” or society’s restricting gender barriers. Yet Miss Honey, according to Guest is a
“problematic role model” who is rescued by Matilda.

Guest has described Matilda as facing the struggles of Gilbert and Gubar’s princess: “imprisonment
in an ideal, or an active life as a monster.” When listening to adults around her, Matilda resorts to
silence and is unable to explore her talents. If she is to achieve success it is only by eliminating
repressive adults. Her character seems to be divided between extremes. On the other hand, Miss
Honey’s inability to take control what is rightly hers can be likened to a sort of imprisonment, as she
cannot do what she really wants. Hence, it depicts the idea that if the woman wants to make anything
out of her life, she should be more of a monster. Yet one should not forget the fall of the monstrous
Trunchbull also confirms the fact that mere monstrosity is not the way for a woman. Matilda hence
represents the perfect balance between the two.

Through the character of Trunchbull, Dahl appears to challenge the limitations of gender roles.
She is depicted by him a “gigantic holy terror” and “a fierce tyrannical monster”, a description which
shows no trace of the typical femininity. Miss Trunchbull’s resistance against stereotypical female
gender expectations confirms Butler’s argument that “feminism is the social transformation of gender
relations.” Her defeat by the end of the book can probably be interpreted as a defeat against feminism,
as the female character that does not conform to the stereotypical gender norms is not successful
in the end. But it should also be noted that Mrs Wormwood appears as the standardised female in
twentieth century England (stereotypical housewife) and her defeat in the end should be seen as a
feminist desire to transform human relations.

Most central characters in Matilda are female, and each character is much different from
the other. Therefore, | cannot declare that Dahl’s presentation of female characters happens in
one specific way. Matilda is shown to its child audience as a strong female protagonist. Yet Miss
Honey is the stereotypically subordinate female who is in need of rescue and her win is the win of
stereotypical gender perception. The ending of Trunchbull on the one hand, supports the didactic
message of punishment but on the other is a blow against the feminist movement which supports
physically strong and independent women. Mrs Wormwood’s ending is most in the line to that the
feminist movement advocates; showing that looks and dependency on a man will take you nowhere
and you will end up vulnerable and not in control of your own life.
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CONCLUSION

The repressive stereotyping that Dahl has instilled in his adult female characters is in contrast

to the non-traditional gender presentations in child protagonists. This can be seen as Dahl stating
that the hypocrisy of adult society pushes children in stereotypical gendered roles. Through his
portrayals of various characters in various colours, | truly believe that Dahl seemingly “does not give
a bugger” about what the adults think. Despite some sexist adult female characters, one cannot
dismiss several child characters he created that act out of the gender boundaries that society has
determined for them.
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Women and Mental Health

Mrs. Boriwale M. P.*

ABSTRACT

Gender is a critical determinant of mental health and mental illness. The patterns of
psychological distress and psychiatric disorder among women are different from those seen
among men. Women have a higher mean level of internalizing disorders while men show
a higher mean level of externalizing disorders. Gender differences occur particularly in the
rates of common mental disorders wherein women predominate. Differences between genders
have been reported in the age of onset of symptoms, clinical features, frequency of psychotic
symptoms, course, social adjustment, and long-term outcome of severe mental disorders.
Women who abuse alcohol or drugs are more likely to attribute their drinking to a traumatic
event or a stressor and are more likely to have been sexually or physically abused than other
women. Girls from nuclear families and women married at a very young age are at a higher
risk for attempted suicide and self-harm. Social factors and gender specific factors determine
the prevalence and course of mental disorders in female sufferers. Low attendance in hospital
settings is partly explained by the lack of availability of resources for women. Around two-thirds
of married women in India were victims of domestic violence. Concerted efforts at social, political,
economic, and legal levels can bring change in the lives of Indian women and contribute to the
improvement of the mental health of these women.

Mental health problems are more frequent in women than in men. Prevalence, influencing
and risk factors, symptomatology, and course of the disorder is different in women than in men.
For example, mood or anxiety disorders are more common in women but they are affected by
schizophrenic psychoses later in life.

Premenstrual dysphoric disorder, and perimenopause-related depression happen only
to women. And certain mental disorders such as bipolar disorder and schizophrenia though
common to both men and women are experienced differently and progress differently in women.

DIFFERENCES

The differences are in the:

clinical features

course of the disorder

age of onset of symptoms

frequency of psychotic symptoms,

social adjustment,

long-term outcome of severe mental disorders

CAUSES

Biological differences and psychosocial factors make women more vulnerable than men to
mental disorders.

*Dept. of Home Science, Shri. Yoganand Swami Art's College, Basmat, Dist. Hingoli (Maharashtra).
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Women’s monthly and life-span fluctuations of sex hormones oestradiol and progesterone
because of mensuration, pregnancy, childbirth, perimenopause, and menopause, and weaker
blunted hypothalamic—pituitary—adrenal axis response to stress, are the biological factors.
These cause women to to react more emotionally and become more emotionally exhausted.
Female hormones estrogen and progesterone affect mood, stress, and cognition. These
hormones also affect the risk of developing fear and anxiety, and risk of drug and alcohol
use.

Gender inequality and discrimination, body shame, violence, sexual abuse, and lower self-
esteem are a few of the psychosocial factors.

Long term outcome of disorders is poorer in women because they internalize the disorder.
Whereas men externalize it.

RISK FACTORS

The main risk factors for developing disorders are:

Heredity, that is family history of mental health problems

Traumatic Brain Injury

Chronic condition such as diabetes, hypothyroidism, cancer, or brain-related illness such
as Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s.

Use of alcohol or drugs

And, in women, complications during pregnancy or birth.

SYMPTOMS

Symptoms of mental disorders are the same in men and women. A few of the symptoms are:

Decreased energy or fatigue

Excessive fear or worry

Irritability

Extremely high and low moods

Seeing or hearing things that are not there
Persistent sadness or feelings of hopelessness
Misuse of alcohol and/or drugs

Aches, headaches, or digestive problems without a clear cause
Social withdrawal

Dramatic changes in eating or sleeping habits
Appetite and/or weight changes

Suicidal thoughts

How to Cope with Mental Disorders

Connect with family and friends. Share happiness, laughs, stories. Be socially active. Volunteer.
Participate in community activities.

Be active, physically, and mentally. Do moderate physical exercise. Exercise your
mind, crossword puzzles, Sudoku games, jigsaw puzzles, read variety of books, learn a
new skill, train your brain using books and online programs for brain training.

Switch off smartphones and computers and other devices that interrupt your interaction
with real people.
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e Spend time with nature, woods, beaches, lakes, rivers. Or just explore your neighbourhood,
parks, streets, people.

¢ Be in the sunlight for twenty-thirty minutes every day. It improves your Vitamin D which is
known to elevate mood.

e Travel, even if short trips.

Include brain healthy food such as fatty fish. Blueberries, turmeric, broccoli, pumpkin seeds.

dark chocolate, nuts, in your diet.

Reduce or avoid alcohol and sugary colas and drinks.

Have decent quality sleep for eight-ten hours a day.

Listen to soothing music

Forgive. It is the best medicine. It heals your past and empowers your future.

Practice Yoga poises (Utthan, Salamba Bhujangasana, Uttanasana and other) and pranayama

(Ujjayi breath), and meditation that help relax the mind

e Do not hesitate to seek professional help if required.

Incidence of mental disorders in women
In the US

e women are twice as likely as men to be affected by unipolar depression, which is estimated

to be the second most common source of “global disability burden.”

women are twice as likely as men to be impacted by Generalized Anxiety Disorder (GAD).

women are twice as likely as men to get depression.

women are almost ten times more likely than men to be affected by an eating disorder

the prevalence of serious mental illness is almost 70% greater in women than in men.

exposure to violence makes a woman three to four times more likely to be affected by
depression.

e women may be less likely than men to seek treatment after experiencing symptoms of
mental illness. Because of “internalized or self-stigma” that results from their self-image
being formed by how others perceive them.

In India, depression and anxiety in women is twice as much as in men and affects twenty-five

per cent of women. And two-thirds of married women in India were victims of domestic violence,
and thus more prone to mental disorders.
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